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INTO THE BIBLE (continued) 

 

3. Discuss what you think the following sentence means: “The people being 
talked about in Malachi 1 were putting ritual above relationship.”  

 

4.  If someone were to say to you, “I want to develop a real relationship with 
God, not a phoney one”, what advice would you give them based on 
what you’ve been reading in this chapter? 

 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

 

1. In what ways have you found yourself going through the rituals of faith in 
God rather than developing and experiencing a relationship with Him? 

 

2. Here are some quotes from Malachi 1. Which are most relevant to you? 
Explain. 
▪ “I have always loved you,” says the Lord.” (verse 2) 
▪ If I am your father and master, where are the honour and respect I 

deserve?” (verse 6) 
▪ “When you bring that kind of offering, why should God show you any 

favour at all?” (verse 9)  
▪ “You dishonour my name with your actions.” (verse 12) 
▪ “It’s too hard to serve the Lord.” (verse 13) 

  

3. What is the main thing you sense God is trying to say to you through the 
message of Malachi 1, and how will you respond? 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Real or phoney: Given a choice, which would you prefer of the following 
options—and why?: 

▪ A home cooked roast meal or a meal at McDonalds?  

▪ Sitting in a lecture in person or listening to a lecture online? 

▪ Wikipedia or a lecturer’s notes? 

▪ iPhone or Android? 

▪ A CD or mp3? 

▪ A 3D movie or a 2D movie 

▪ A face to face conversation, a text/facebook conversation or a phone 
call?  

 

1.  Ritual vs. Relationship  
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DIGGING DEEPER 

 

1. Discuss the following sentence. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

“Electronic communication such as texting and social media have led to 
relationships among young people that are more superficial and more self 
absorbed than was true for their parents generation.”  

 

2. We talk about having a relationship with God. Do you think the 
technology saturated world we are in has: 

▪ Made this relationship easier 

▪ Made this relationship more difficult 

▪ Had no effect on our relationship with God 

 

 

INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Read Malachi 1 on the facing page. 

 

1. What are the main themes Malachi covers? How would you sum up the 
entire chapter in a few sentences? 

 

2. Today we no longer offer animal sacrifices in order to worship and 
appease God—Christ has become our once and for all sacrifice. Given 
this, how is this passage relevant for us today? 
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MALACHI 1 

1 This is the message that the Lord gave to Israel through the prophet 
Malachi. 

2 “I have always loved you,” says the Lord. 
But you retort, “Really? How have you loved us?” 
And the Lord replies, “This is how I showed my love for you: I loved your 

ancestor Jacob, 3 but I rejected his brother, Esau, and devastated his hill country. 
I turned Esau’s inheritance into a desert for jackals.” 

4 Esau’s descendants in Edom may say, “We have been shattered, but we will 
rebuild the ruins.” 

But the Lord of Heaven’s Armies replies, “They may try to rebuild, but I will 
demolish them again. Their country will be known as ‘The Land of Wickedness,’ 
and their people will be called ‘The People with Whom the Lord Is Forever 
Angry.’ 5 When you see the destruction for yourselves, you will say, ‘Truly, the 
Lord’s greatness reaches far beyond Israel’s borders!’ ” 

6 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies says to the priests: “A son honours his father, 
and a servant respects his master. If I am your father and master, where are the 
honour and respect I deserve? You have shown contempt for my name! 

“But you ask, ‘How have we ever shown contempt for your name?’ 
7 “You have shown contempt by offering defiled sacrifices on my altar. 
“Then you ask, ‘How have we defiled the sacrifices?*’ 
“You defile them by saying the altar of the Lord deserves no respect. 8 When 

you give blind animals as sacrifices, isn’t that wrong? And isn’t it wrong to offer 
animals that are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like that to your 
governor, and see how pleased he is!” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

9 “Go ahead, beg God to be merciful to you! But when you bring that kind of 
offering, why should he show you any favour at all?” asks the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. 

10 “How I wish one of you would shut the Temple doors so that these 
worthless sacrifices could not be offered! I am not pleased with you,” says the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “and I will not accept your offerings. 11 But my name is 
honoured by people of other nations from morning till night. All around the 
world they offer sweet incense and pure offerings in honour of my name. For my 
name is great among the nations,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

12 “But you dishonour my name with your actions. By bringing contemptible 
food, you are saying it’s all right to defile the Lord’s table. 13 You say, ‘It’s too 
hard to serve the Lord,’ and you turn up your noses at my commands,” says the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “Think of it! Animals that are stolen and crippled and 
sick are being presented as offerings! Should I accept from you such offerings as 
these?” asks the Lord. 

14 “Cursed is the cheat who promises to give a fine ram from his flock but then 
sacrifices a defective one to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies, “and my name is feared among the nations! 
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INTO THE BIBLE (continued) 

 

3. What does Malachi describe as being the consequences of the people’s 
hypocrisy? 

  

 

4.  If we become aware of hypocrisy in our lives, what does God command 
us to do? 

 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

 

1. Was their a time in your life when you became aware that your Christian 
faith was hypocritical? Explain the situation and describe what you did? 

 

 

2. Refer back to the list you made of ways in which the priests were guilty 
of hypocrisy. Which of these is the biggest temptation or problem for 
you? 

 

  

3. Which of the commands of God in this passage do you most need to 
heed? Explain. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Brainstorm examples of hypocrisy—fictional or otherwise! e.g. a 
speeding police officer, a dentist with rotten teeth etc. (You can make a 
competition out of this). 

 

2. Discuss the following statements. Do you agree or are they too harsh? 

▪ “All Christians are hypocrites—none of them live up to what they 
profess to believe.” 

▪ “If you’re not living out what you say you believe, then you don’t 
really believe it.” 

▪ “The biggest barrier to getting people to believe in Jesus is the 
hypocrisy of those who already do.” 

 

2.  The Danger of Hypocrisy  
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DIGGING DEEPER 

 

1. No Christian starts out wanting to be fake or a hypocrite. What factors do 
you think causes their lives to head in that direction? 

 

2. Sometimes hypocrisy is evident in young adults when their faith is not 
really their own and “Christian” is a label they apply to ourselves because 
of their upbringing or a desire to fit in at a youth group. How do you 
know this is not true for you? 

 

 

INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Read Malachi 2:1-16 on the facing page. 

 

1. Underline or make a list of all ways in which the priests are guilty of 
hypocrisy? 

 

2. What commands does God give to the priests—commands that would 
help them avoid hypocrisy? 
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MALACHI 2 

1 “Listen, you priests—this command is for you! 2 Listen to me and make up 
your minds to honour my name,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “or I will 
bring a terrible curse against you. I will curse even the blessings you receive. 
Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you have not taken my warning to 
heart. 3 I will punish your descendants and splatter your faces with the manure 
from your festival sacrifices, and I will throw you on the manure pile. 4 Then at 
last you will know it was I who sent you this warning so that my covenant with 
the Levites can continue,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

5 “The purpose of my covenant with the Levites was to bring life and peace, 
and that is what I gave them. This required reverence from them, and they 
greatly revered me and stood in awe of my name. 6 They passed on to the people 
the truth of the instructions they received from me. They did not lie or cheat; 
they walked with me, living good and righteous lives, and they turned many 
from lives of sin. 

7 “The words of a priest’s lips should preserve knowledge of God, and people 
should go to him for instruction, for the priest is the messenger of the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies. 8 But you priests have left God’s paths. Your instructions have 
caused many to stumble into sin. You have corrupted the covenant I made with 
the Levites,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 9 “So I have made you despised 
and humiliated in the eyes of all the people. For you have not obeyed me but 
have shown favouritism in the way you carry out my instructions.” 

10 Are we not all children of the same Father? Are we not all created by the 
same God? Then why do we betray each other, violating the covenant of our 
ancestors? 

11 Judah has been unfaithful, and a detestable thing has been done in Israel 
and in Jerusalem. The men of Judah have defiled the Lord’s beloved sanctuary by 
marrying women who worship idols. 12 May the Lord cut off from the nation of 
Israel every last man who has done this and yet brings an offering to the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies. 

13 Here is another thing you do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, weeping 
and groaning because he pays no attention to your offerings and doesn’t accept 
them with pleasure. 14 You cry out, “Why doesn’t the Lord accept my worship?” 
I’ll tell you why! Because the Lord witnessed the vows you and your wife made 
when you were young. But you have been unfaithful to her, though she remained 
your faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows. 

15 Didn’t the Lord make you one with your wife? In body and spirit you are 
his. And what does he want? Godly children from your union. So guard your 
heart; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. 16 “For I hate divorce!” says the 
Lord, the God of Israel. “To divorce your wife is to overwhelm her with cruelty,” 
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “So guard your heart; do not be unfaithful to 
your wife.” 
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INTO THE BIBLE (continued) 

 

3. In what way had people been cheating God of what was owed to Him? 
(verse 8). What are some ways we might be guilty of cheating Him today? 

 

4. God invites people to put Him to the test (verse 10) . What does He 
request and what does He promise? 

  

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

 

1. Reflect on times in your life when you’ve truly repented—when you’ve 
changed the way you’re living and set out in a new direction. What 
benefits did you receive?  

 

 

2. If someone were to accuse you of “cheating God”, in which area(s) of 
your life might they have a case? Your use of time? Money? Gifts and 
abilities? Anything else? 

 

  

3. As a result of what we’ve been discussing, what do you think repentance 
might mean for you in the coming week? 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. This week we’ll talk about God’s offer of hope to people who are failing 
at what they are doing. What examples can you think of where people 
failed at first but later succeeded? Think of scientists, sports people, 
politicians etc.  

 

2. Discuss the following statements. Do you agree or are they too harsh? 

▪ “Some people don’t deserve to be forgiven.” (Discuss possible 
examples)  

▪ “If we have not truly repented then we cannot be forgiven.”  

▪ “Being sorry we did something wrong is not the same as 
repentance.” 

3.  A Call to Repentance  
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DIGGING DEEPER 

 

1. Describe a time when you failed at something. What thoughts went 
through your mind? Did you try again?  

 

2. Discuss the following questions that are relevant to this week’s study:  

▪ “Why ask for forgiveness when God has already forgiven us through 
Jesus? 

▪ “If God is our Judge and is just, why do people get away with doing 
wrong?” 

▪ “If we obey God will we prosper and become wealthy?” 

 

 

INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Read Malachi 2:17-3:12 on the facing page. 

 

1. The passage talks about God coming to “His temple”. In the New 
testament, Christians are described as the temple of God, the Holy Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 3:16-17). Read Malachi 3:1–4 again with that thought in 
mind. What is it saying? 

 

2. How can God say He never changes (verse 6) when one moment He is 
punishing  people and next He is offering forgiveness? 
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MALACHI 2:17-3:12 

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. 
“How have we wearied him?” you ask. 
You have wearied him by saying that all who do evil are good in the Lord’s 

sight, and he is pleased with them. You have wearied him by asking, “Where is 
the God of justice?” 

31 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 

me. Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The 
messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” says 
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

2 “But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand 
and face him when he appears? For he will be like a blazing fire that refines 
metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes. 3 He will sit like a refiner of 
silver, burning away the dross. He will purify the Levites, refining them like gold 
and silver, so that they may once again offer acceptable sacrifices to the Lord. 
4 Then once more the Lord will accept the offerings brought to him by the people 
of Judah and Jerusalem, as he did in the past. 

5 “At that time I will put you on trial. I am eager to witness against all 
sorcerers and adulterers and liars. I will speak against those who cheat 
employees of their wages, who oppress widows and orphans, or who deprive the 
foreigners living among you of justice, for these people do not fear me,” says the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

6 “I am the Lord, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob 
are not already destroyed. 7 Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have 
scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. Now return to me, and I will return 
to you,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

“But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone away?’ 
8 “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! 
“But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ 
“You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a 

curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord 
of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a 
blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the 
test! 11 Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and 
disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 12 “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land 
will be such a delight,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
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INTO THE BIBLE (continued) 

 

3. How can God earlier says He loves us and now warn of a terrible day of 
judgment?  Or to phrase it differently, how can a loving God inflict such 
terrible punishment? 

 

4. The passage says “Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his 
wings”? Who or what is this referring to? What is the outcome of this 
event for people who love God? 

  

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

 

1. In the passage from Malachi the people say, “What have we gained by 
obeying his commands or by trying to show the Lord of Heaven’s Armies 
that we are sorry for our sins?“  Have you ever felt like this? Or have you 
ever felt that people who don't follow God seem to have things go better 
in life than you? How do you deal with these thoughts? 

 

2. The passage talks about experiencing healing and joy in coming to know 
Jesus. How does this apply to you? What healing and/or joy have you 
experienced in following Christ? 

 

3. Do you think you fear God enough? Or not enough? What needs to 
change in your attitude to Him? 

  

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Below is a list of ten common phobias. See if you can match the correct 
definition to each one. 

 

4.  Fear God and Live  

Acrophobia Fear of the dark  

Claustrophobia  Fear of injection or medical needles  

Nyctophobia Fear of the number 13  

Ophidiophobia Fear of snakes  

Arachnophobia Fear of heights  

Trypanophobia Fear of having a disease  

Astraphobia Fear of germs  

Nosophobia Fear of thunder and lightning  

Mysophobia Fear of spiders  

Triskaidekaphobia Fear of enclosed spaces  
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DIGGING DEEPER 

 

1. Is it a good thing or a bad thing to “fear God”?  

 

2. Below are three common sayings. For each of them, what would you say 
to someone who thought the saying was wrong? 

▪ “Honesty is the best policy.” 

▪ “Cheats never prosper.” 

▪ “Nice guys finish last.” 

 

 

INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Read Malachi 3:13-4:5 on the facing page. 

 

1. What were people saying that caused God to say “You have said terrible 
things about me.” What was God’s reply? 

 

2. The passage talks about three groups of people who oppose God:  

▪ the arrogant 

▪ those who do evil  

▪ those who mock God  

Have you come across people like these? How do you react to each of 
them? Which are the hardest to share your faith with? 
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MALACHI 3:13-4:1-6 

13 “You have said terrible things about me,” says the Lord. 
“But you say, ‘What do you mean? What have we said against you?’ 
14 “You have said, ‘What’s the use of serving God? What have we 

gained by obeying his commands or by trying to show the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies that we are sorry for our sins? 15 From now on we will 
call the arrogant blessed. For those who do evil get rich, and those who 
dare God to punish them suffer no harm.’ ” 

16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with each other, and the Lord 
listened to what they said. In his presence, a scroll of remembrance was 
written to record the names of those who feared him and always thought 
about the honour of his name. 

17 “They will be my people,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “On the 
day when I act in judgment, they will be my own special treasure. I will 
spare them as a father spares an obedient child. 18 Then you will again see 
the difference between the righteous and the wicked, between those who 
serve God and those who do not.” 

4 1 The Lord of Heaven’s Armies says, “The day of judgment is 

coming, burning like a furnace. On that day the arrogant and the wicked 
will be burned up like straw. They will be consumed—roots, branches, 
and all. 

2 “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise 
with healing in his wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like 
calves let out to pasture. 3 On the day when I act, you will tread upon the 
wicked as if they were dust under your feet,” says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. 

4 “Remember to obey the Law of Moses, my servant—all the decrees 
and regulations that I gave him on Mount Sinai for all Israel. 

5 “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord arrives. 6 His preaching will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers. 
Otherwise I will come and strike the land with a curse.” 


