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MAKING IT MINE 

 

Think back over the points covered in this session. What for you is: 

▪ The main point you are most likely to remember from these verses? 

▪ The one thing you think God wants you to do in order to put practice 
what He’s been saying to you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Finish your time together praying for needs that have surfaced during your 
discussion, along with other needs people have.  

GETTING STARTED 

 

Ever found yourself in the middle of an argument about the Bible and/or your 
Christian beliefs? 

▪ What was it about? 

▪ How did you react or behave during the argument? 

▪ If you could go back in time to the start of the argument what would you 
do differently? 

 

 

1. Purpose   
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INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Slowly read  1 Timothy 1:1-11. What are the words/phrases/verses that 
particularly stand out for you? Explain and discuss. 

 

1 Timothy 1:1-2.  

What does it mean for God to give us “grace, mercy and peace”? Just a religious 
cliché? If not what is actually meant by each of these three things? 

 

If you had to choose one of these words to meditate on in the coming week, 
which would you choose and why? 

 

1 Timothy 1:3-7.  

From what is said here, what seemed to be the main reason people engaged in 
meaningless arguments? What other reasons can you think of as to why people 
do this? 

 

Think back to arguments discussed earlier you may have had with others about 
your beliefs. What advice in these verses do you particularly want to keep in 
mind in future? 

 

1 Timothy 1:8-11.  

Paul says that the law is for people who sin and contradict the “glorious Good 
News”. What good news was entrusted to Paul for such people, by God? 

 

Paul talks here about using the law “correctly”. What do you think he means? 
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I TIMOTHY 1:1-11 

1 This letter is from Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, appointed by the 
command of God our Saviour and Christ Jesus, who gives us hope. 

2 I am writing to Timothy, my true son in the faith. 
May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, 

and peace. 
3 When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and 

stop those whose teaching is contrary to the truth. 4 Don’t let them waste 
their time in endless discussion of myths and spiritual pedigrees. These 
things only lead to meaningless speculations, which don’t help people 
live a life of faith in God. 

5 The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled 
with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine 
faith. 6 But some people have missed this whole point. They have turned 
away from these things and spend their time in meaningless discussions. 
7 They want to be known as teachers of the law of Moses, but they don’t 
know what they are talking about, even though they speak so confidently. 

8 We know that the law is good when used correctly. 9 For the law was 
not intended for people who do what is right. It is for people who are 
lawless and rebellious, who are ungodly and sinful, who consider nothing 
sacred and defile what is holy, who kill their father or mother or commit 
other murders. 10 The law is for people who are sexually immoral, or who 
practice homosexuality, or are slave traders, liars, promise breakers, or 
who do anything else that contradicts the wholesome teaching 11 that 
comes from the glorious Good News entrusted to me by our blessed God. 

FURTHER REFLECTION 

 

In verse 5, Paul says that the purpose of his instruction is that all believers 
would be filled God’s love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, 
and genuine faith.” Why are each of these so important for someone who 
wants to experience more of God’s love for others in their life?  
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MAKING IT MINE 

 

Think back over the points covered in this session. What for you is: 

▪ The main point you are most likely to remember from these verses? 

▪ The one thing you think God wants you to do in order to put practice 
what He’s been saying to you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Finish your time together praying for needs that have surfaced during your 
discussion, along with other needs people have.  

GETTING STARTED 

 

Apart from becoming a Christian, share with each other one of the greatest 
honours or privileges you’ve ever had. It might be an accomplishment you’ve 
achieved, a place you’ve been, a person you’ve met, etc.  What made it so 
significant? 

 

Suppose you had to write an essay titled “Why it’s a privilege for me to follow 
Christ”, what things would you write about? 

 

2. Privilege 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Slowly read  1 Timothy 1:12-20. What are the words/phrases/verses that 
particularly stand out for you? What is hard to understand? Explain and discuss. 

 

1 Timothy 1:12-14.  

These verses seem to contain a contradiction. On the one hand Paul is saying 
he was appointed to lead because God considered him trustworthy. On the 
other hand he is describing how he persecuted God’s people. How do you 
reconcile this apparent contradiction? 

 

Paul says that God had mercy on him because he did what he did in “ignorance 
and unbelief”. What if we sin knowingly and deliberately?  Does God not have 
mercy on us? 

 

1 Timothy 1:15-17.  

We’ve probably all felt like “the worst of sinners” at times. So what does verse 
tell us in those moments? 

 

1 Timothy 1:18-20.  

Timothy was a young leader of a church and as such was urged to cling on to his 
faith in the Lord’s battles. Describe any tough times you’ve been through where 
you had to cling on to your faith. What did you learn? 

 

How does a “clear conscience” help us in the Lord’s battles? Do you have any 
personal examples of this? 
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I TIMOTHY 1:12-20 

12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his 
work. He considered me trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, 
13 even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In my insolence, I 
persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because I did it in 
ignorance and unbelief. 14 Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! 
He filled me with the faith and love that come from Christ Jesus. 

15 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them 
all. 16 But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a 
prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. Then 
others will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal 
life. 17 All honour and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal 
King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen. 

18 Timothy, my son, here are my instructions for you, based on the 
prophetic words spoken about you earlier. May they help you fight well 
in the Lord’s battles. 19 Cling to your faith in Christ, and keep your 
conscience clear. For some people have deliberately violated their 
consciences; as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked. 20 Hymenaeus 
and Alexander are two examples. I threw them out and handed them 
over to Satan so they might learn not to blaspheme God. 

FURTHER REFLECTION 

 

Paul is acutely aware of the privilege it is to serve God, especially given his past. 
Your sense of privilege might be similar or it may be quite different.  How 
would you personally finish the sentence, “It is a privilege for me to serve God 
because...”  

 

How would you finish the sentence, “The greatest danger I face in giving up on 
my faith is...” 
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MAKING IT MINE 

 

Think back over the points covered in this session. What for you is: 

▪ The main point you are most likely to remember from these verses? 

▪ The one thing you think God wants you to do in order to put practice 
what He’s been saying to you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Finish your time together praying for needs that have surfaced during your 
discussion, along with other needs people have.  

GETTING STARTED 

 

Piety is a word seldom used today that makes reference to the way we live our 
lives as Christians. It includes the concepts of virtue, devotion and spirituality. 

 

Think for a minute about piety and politics. People get very passionate about 
politics, especially when politicians talk about passing laws that we believe to 
be contrary to our Christian beliefs. Possible examples include abortion law 
reform, the anti smacking law, gay marriage and voluntary euthanasia.   

What should be our approach as Christians to debate on these issues? How can 
we both disagree with people yet still show true virtue and Christ likeness? 

 

3. Piety 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Slowly read  1 Timothy 2. What are the words/phrases/verses that particularly 
stand out for you? What is hard to understand? Explain and discuss. 

 

1 Timothy 2:1-4.  

Have you ever intentionally set about praying for someone you disliked? They 
may or may not have been an authority figure in your life. Maybe they hurt you 
in some way. What was it like to pray for them? 

 

What outcomes came through praying for them? How did it benefit you, them, 
or those they led? 

 

1 Timothy 2:5-8.  

The Mediator referred to here is Jesus—he reconciles us with God. What does 
this mean for us practically in the way we live out our lives as Christians? 

 

In verse 5 Paul mentions that Christ purchased freedom for everyone, then in 
verse 8 mentions freedom from anger and controversy. How does Christ and 
what He’s done help you to avoid anger and controversy. 

 

1 Timothy 2:9-10.  

As culture changes, so does our understanding of what is “modest in 
appearance”. What do you regard as appropriate or inappropriate, not just for 
women but for men too. Discuss clothing, hair, jewellery, make up etc. 

 

1 Timothy 2:11-14.  

Theologians are divided over how to interpret this passage which describes the  
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I TIMOTHY 2 

1 I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; 
intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 2 Pray this way for 
kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet 
lives marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our 
Saviour, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 

5 For, there is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and 
humanity—the man Christ Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom 
for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right 
time. 7 And I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the 
Gentiles this message about faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating—just 
telling the truth. 

8 In every place of worship, I want men to pray with holy hands lifted 
up to God, free from anger and controversy. 

9 And I want women to be modest in their appearance. They should 
wear decent and appropriate clothing and not draw attention to 
themselves by the way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or pearls or 
expensive clothes. 10 For women who claim to be devoted to God should 
make themselves attractive by the good things they do. 

11 Women should learn quietly and submissively. 12 I do not let women 
teach men or have authority over them. Let them listen quietly. 13 For God 
made Adam first, and afterward he made Eve. 14 And it was not Adam 
who was deceived by Satan. The woman was deceived, and sin was the 
result. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing, assuming they 
continue to live in faith, love, holiness, and modesty. 

role of women in the church. Some say it applies to all churches over all time, 
citing the reference to Adam and Eve. Others say that it only referred to the 
church Timothy led as it was facing problems with women causing division. The 
reference to Adam and Even here becomes an illustration for a specific 
situation, rather than a point of doctrine covering all time. 

Similarly verse 15 divides people. Some say it refers to the bearing of a Child 
(i.e. Jesus) while others say it refers to deliverance through the pain of child 
birth brought about by the curse when Adam and Eve sinned (Genesis 3:16). 

 

How do you resolve difficult theological questions arising in passages like this? 
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MAKING IT MINE 

 

Think back over the points covered in this session. What for you is: 

▪ The main point you are most likely to remember from these verses? 

▪ The one thing you think God wants you to do in order to put practice 
what He’s been saying to you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Finish your time together praying for needs that have surfaced during your 
discussion, along with other needs people have.  

GETTING STARTED 

 

Think of leaders whom you find personally inspiring – people you admire and 
who would motivate you to follow them if you had the chance.  What qualities 
do they possess that particularly inspire you? 

 

Similarly think of poor leaders. What is there in their example that would 
dissuade you from following them? 

4. Purity 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Slowly read  1 Timothy 3. What are the words/phrases/verses that particularly 
stand out for you? What is hard to understand? Explain and discuss. 

 

1 Timothy 3:1-7.  

Explain what you think the following sentence means: “Aspiring to be a church 
leader can be a good thing—but it can also be a bad thing!” 

 

Which of the qualities of a church leader do you think are the most important? 
Choose your top three and explain why you choose them. (You can even try to 
convince others your list is better than theirs.) 

 

1 Timothy 3:8-12.  

Similarly, which of the qualities of a deacon do you think are the most 
important? Choose your top three and explain why you choose them. (You can 
even try to convince others your list is better than theirs.) 

 

1 Timothy 3:14-16.  

What do you think it means in practice for the church to be “the pillar and 
foundation of the truth”? 

 

In verse 16, Paul outlines the “great mystery of our faith” which deacons must 
be committed to (v.9). It is likely an hymn sung by the early church. Note that 
the word “mystery” here refers to something that was previously hidden but is 
now revealed. The key points are: God came as a man (line 1); Christ was 
sinless (line 2); He both dwelt in heaven (line 3) and then on earth (line 4); He is 
believed in by Jew and Gentile alike; He has ascended back into heaven. Discuss 
which of these points is particularly important to you and explain why. 
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I TIMOTHY 3 

1 This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone aspires to be a church 
leader, he desires an honourable position.” 2 So a church leader must be a 
man whose life is above reproach. He must be faithful to his wife. He 
must exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. He 
must enjoy having guests in his home, and he must be able to teach. 3 He 
must not be a heavy drinker or be violent. He must be gentle, not 
quarrelsome, and not love money. 4 He must manage his own family well, 
having children who respect and obey him. 5 For if a man cannot manage 
his own household, how can he take care of God’s church? 

6 A church leader must not be a new believer, because he might 
become proud, and the devil would cause him to fall. 7 Also, people 
outside the church must speak well of him so that he will not be 
disgraced and fall into the devil’s trap. 

8 In the same way, deacons must be well respected and have integrity. 
They must not be heavy drinkers or dishonest with money. 9 They must 
be committed to the mystery of the faith now revealed and must live with 
a clear conscience. 10 Before they are appointed as deacons, let them be 
closely examined. If they pass the test, then let them serve as deacons. 

11 In the same way, their wives must be respected and must not 
slander others. They must exercise self-control and be faithful in 
everything they do. 

12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife, and he must manage his 
children and household well. 13 Those who do well as deacons will be 
rewarded with respect from others and will have increased confidence in 
their faith in Christ Jesus. 

14 I am writing these things to you now, even though I hope to be with 
you soon, 15 so that if I am delayed, you will know how people must 
conduct themselves in the household of God. This is the church of the 
living God, which is the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

16 Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: 
Christ was revealed in a human body 
    and vindicated by the Spirit. 
He was seen by angels 
    and announced to the nations. 
He was believed in throughout the world 
    and taken to heaven in glory. 
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MAKING IT MINE 

 

Think back over the points covered in this session. What for you is: 

▪ The main point you are most likely to remember from these verses? 

▪ The one thing you think God wants you to do in order to put practice 
what He’s been saying to you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Finish your time together praying for needs that have surfaced during your 
discussion, along with other needs people have.  

GETTING STARTED 

 

We probably all know people who have started out following Jesus but have 
failed to persevere. What have you noticed are the most common reasons why 
people you know have fallen away? 

 

Often people fail to persevere for more than one reason and few fall away in a 
moment. For most it is a slow progression. What would you say are some of the 
early warning signs that someone might be at risk of abandoning their faith? 

5. Perserverance 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Slowly read  1 Timothy 4. What are the words/phrases/verses that particularly 
stand out for you? What is hard to understand? Explain and discuss. 

 

1 Timothy 4:1,2.  

What are some of the false teaching and deception messages that commonly 
lead people astray? 

 

1 Timothy 4:3-5.  

What rules can you think of that some try to make Christians follow, that are 
not really necessary, or are even plain wrong? 

 

1 Timothy 4:6-10.  

What do the following two phrases mean for you in practice? 

▪ “Nourished by the message of faith and good teaching…” 

▪ “Training for godliness…” 

 

1 Timothy 4:11-13.  

What experiences have you had that have tempted you to use your age as an 
excuse for speaking up or stepping out for God? 

 

1 Timothy 4:14-16.  

What spiritual gifts do you believe God has given you? How do you know? If 
you’re unsure, maybe other members in your group could help you? 
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I TIMOTHY 4 

1 Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will 
turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and 
teachings that come from demons. 2 These people are hypocrites and 
liars, and their consciences are dead. 

3 They will say it is wrong to be married and wrong to eat certain 
foods. But God created those foods to be eaten with thanks by faithful 
people who know the truth. 4 Since everything God created is good, we 
should not reject any of it but receive it with thanks. 5 For we know it is 
made acceptable by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If you explain these things to the brothers and sisters, Timothy, you 
will be a worthy servant of Christ Jesus, one who is nourished by the 
message of faith and the good teaching you have followed. 7 Do not waste 
time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales. Instead, train 
yourself to be godly. 8 “Physical training is good, but training for 
godliness is much better, promising benefits in this life and in the life to 
come.” 9 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it. 
10 This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in 
the living God, who is the Saviour of all people and particularly of all 
believers. 

11 Teach these things and insist that everyone learn them. 12 Don’t let 
anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and 
your purity. 13 Until I get there, focus on reading the Scriptures to the 
church, encouraging the believers, and teaching them. 

14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the prophecy 
spoken over you when the elders of the church laid their hands on you. 
15 Give your complete attention to these matters. Throw yourself into 
your tasks so that everyone will see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch 
on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for the 
sake of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you. 

How have you been using these  gift to serve Him—or how could you use 
them? 
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MAKING IT MINE 

 

Think back over the points covered in this session. What for you is: 

▪ The main point you are most likely to remember from these verses? 

▪ The one thing you think God wants you to do in order to put practice 
what He’s been saying to you? 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Finish your time together praying for needs that have surfaced during your 
discussion, along with other needs people have.  

I TIMOTHY 5 (continued) 

17 Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid well, 
especially those who work hard at both preaching and teaching. 18 For the 
Scripture says, “You must not muzzle an ox to keep it from eating as it 
treads out the grain.” And in another place, “Those who work deserve 
their pay!” 

19 Do not listen to an accusation against an elder unless it is confirmed 
by two or three witnesses. 20 Those who sin should be reprimanded in 
front of the whole church; this will serve as a strong warning to others. 

21 I solemnly command you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus 
and the highest angels to obey these instructions without taking sides or 
showing favouritism to anyone. 

22 Never be in a hurry about appointing a church leader. Do not share 
in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure. 

23 Don’t drink only water. You ought to drink a little wine for the sake 
of your stomach because you are sick so often. 

24 Remember, the sins of some people are obvious, leading them to 
certain judgment. But there are others whose sins will not be revealed 
until later. 25 In the same way, the good deeds of some people are 
obvious. And the good deeds done in secret will someday come to light. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

Propriety is about conforming to accepted standards of morality or behaviour. 
In other words, doing what is deemed “proper”.  

 

In what areas has society’s definition of “proper” changed in the last fifty or so 
years? What was once deemed unacceptable but is now widely accepted? 

 

Which of these things should the church remain silent about? Which of these 
should we speak up about? 

6. Propriety 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

 

Slowly read  1 Timothy 5. What are the words/phrases/verses that particularly 
stand out for you? What is hard to understand? Explain and discuss. 

 

1 Timothy 5:1,2.  

Are these instructions regarding how we treat each other somewhat outdated 
in our modern society? Explain. What do you think they should mean for us in 
practice? 

 

1 Timothy 5:3-16.  

These verses talk about the church’s responsibility to care for respected 
widows who do not have families to care for them. This of course is at a time 
where there was no benefits or superannuation. What responsibility does the 
church have today to care for people who face financial hardship? Who are the 
people in our society who need help, and how can we best help them? 

 

1 Timothy 5:17-21.  

These verses talks about paying elders (or pastors) a good wage and being 
careful not to listen to people complaining unfairly about them.  What other 
responsibilities related to caring for our elders/pastors do you think we should 
observe?  

 

1 Timothy 5:22-25.  

What link might there be between verse 22 and verses 24 & 25?  
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I TIMOTHY 5 

1 Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully 
as you would to your own father. Talk to younger men as you would to 
your own brothers. 2 Treat older women as you would your mother, and 
treat younger women with all purity as you would your own sisters. 

3 Take care of any widow who has no one else to care for her. 4 But if 
she has children or grandchildren, their first responsibility is to show 
godliness at home and repay their parents by taking care of them. This is 
something that pleases God. 

5 Now a true widow, a woman who is truly alone in this world, has 
placed her hope in God. She prays night and day, asking God for his help. 
6 But the widow who lives only for pleasure is spiritually dead even while 
she lives. 7 Give these instructions to the church so that no one will be 
open to criticism. 

8 But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their 
own household, have denied the true faith. Such people are worse than 
unbelievers. 

9 A widow who is put on the list for support must be a woman who is 
at least sixty years old and was faithful to her husband. 10 She must be 
well respected by everyone because of the good she has done. Has she 
brought up her children well? Has she been kind to strangers and served 
other believers humbly? Has she helped those who are in trouble? Has 
she always been ready to do good? 

11 The younger widows should not be on the list, because their 
physical desires will overpower their devotion to Christ and they will 
want to remarry. 12 Then they would be guilty of breaking their previous 
pledge. 13 And if they are on the list, they will learn to be lazy and will 
spend their time gossiping from house to house, meddling in other 
people’s business and talking about things they shouldn’t. 14 So I advise 
these younger widows to marry again, have children, and take care of 
their own homes. Then the enemy will not be able to say anything against 
them. 15 For I am afraid that some of them have already gone astray and 
now follow Satan. 

16 If a woman who is a believer has relatives who are widows, she 
must take care of them and not put the responsibility on the church. Then 
the church can care for the widows who are truly alone. 

[continued...] 


