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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. At the heart of this chapter is the word “respect”. Both King Xerxes and 
Queen Vashti seem to be demanding respect while at the same time, 
rightly or wrongly, refusing to give it. Which is harder to for you: to 
respect people you know you should, or to have people respect you the 
way you feel you should be respected? Share your thoughts and 
experiences.  

2. Try to come up with some “action points” to the following: 

▪ What I need to do to be more respectful to others  

▪ What I need to do in order to receive greater respect from others 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

ESTHER 1 (continued) 

19 “So if it please the king, we suggest that you issue a written decree, a law of 
the Persians and Medes that cannot be revoked. It should order that Queen 
Vashti be forever banished from the presence of King Xerxes, and that the king 
should choose another queen more worthy than she. 20 When this decree is 
published throughout the king’s vast empire, husbands everywhere, whatever 
their rank, will receive proper respect from their wives!” 

21 The king and his nobles thought this made good sense, so he followed 
Memucan’s counsel. 22 He sent letters to all parts of the empire, to each province 
in its own script and language, proclaiming that every man should be the ruler of 
his own home and should say whatever he pleases. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

In his book for couples titled “Love and Respect”, Dr. Emerson Eggerichs claims 
that in a relationship a woman’s primary need is to be loved while a man’s 
primary need is to be respected. What do you think? Obviously both are 
important but if you had to choose one or other which would you choose? 

 

Think of people who are in positions of authority - what causes you to respect 
them or to disrespect them? 

1. LOVE AND RESPECT (Esther 1) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 1. What do you find significant, surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 1:1-12.  

1. What were King Xerxes faults? What actions or attitudes led him to what 
he did in these verses. There are a number of possible answers. List them 
all and decide which you think was the ultimate cause of his problem - 
and why.  

2. Which of King Xerxes faults do you most often struggle with? Share 
examples if you wish. 

Esther 1:13-15.  

1. To King Xerxes credit, he sought the advice of others, however they were 
people who were likely to tell him what they thought he wanted to hear. 
Who are the people you tend to go to for advice? What is there about 
them that cause you to respect their thoughts and opinions?  

Esther 1:16-22.  

1. There are three key players in this chapter: King Xerxes, Queen Vashti 
and  Memucan? Divide your group into three and assign each group a 
person. Have the three groups debate their point of view and what 
should happen based on their character’s point of view.   

2. Remove yourselves from your character’s point of view and rank the 
three characters from best to worst, giving reasons for your ranking. 

3. “The man should be the head of the house”. Agree or disagree? 
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ESTHER 1 

1 These events happened in the days of King Xerxes, who reigned over 127 
provinces stretching from India to Ethiopia. 2 At that time Xerxes ruled his 
empire from his royal throne at the fortress of Susa. 3 In the third year of his 
reign, he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. He invited all the military 
officers of Persia and Media as well as the princes and nobles of the provinces. 
4 The celebration lasted 180 days—a tremendous display of the opulent wealth 
of his empire and the pomp and splendour of his majesty. 

5 When it was all over, the king gave a banquet for all the people, from the 
greatest to the least, who were in the fortress of Susa. It lasted for seven days 
and was held in the courtyard of the palace garden. 6 The courtyard was 
beautifully decorated with white cotton curtains and blue hangings, which were 
fastened with white linen cords and purple ribbons to silver rings embedded in 
marble pillars. Gold and silver couches stood on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, 
marble, mother-of-pearl, and other costly stones. 

7 Drinks were served in gold goblets of many designs, and there was an 
abundance of royal wine, reflecting the king’s generosity. 8 By edict of the king, 
no limits were placed on the drinking, for the king had instructed all his palace 
officials to serve each man as much as he wanted. 

9 At the same time, Queen Vashti gave a banquet for the women in the royal 
palace of King Xerxes. 

10 On the seventh day of the feast, when King Xerxes was in high spirits 
because of the wine, he told the seven eunuchs who attended him—Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas— 11 to bring Queen Vashti 
to him with the royal crown on her head. He wanted the nobles and all the other 
men to gaze on her beauty, for she was a very beautiful woman. 12 But when they 
conveyed the king’s order to Queen Vashti, she refused to come. This made the 
king furious, and he burned with anger. 

13 He immediately consulted with his wise advisers, who knew all the Persian 
laws and customs, for he always asked their advice. 14 The names of these men 
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan—
seven nobles of Persia and Media. They met with the king regularly and held the 
highest positions in the empire. 

15 “What must be done to Queen Vashti?” the king demanded. “What penalty 
does the law provide for a queen who refuses to obey the king’s orders, properly 
sent through his eunuchs?” 

16 Memucan answered the king and his nobles, “Queen Vashti has wronged 
not only the king but also every noble and citizen throughout your empire. 
17 Women everywhere will begin to despise their husbands when they learn that 
Queen Vashti has refused to appear before the king. 18 Before this day is out, the 
wives of all the king’s nobles throughout Persia and Media will hear what the 
queen did and will start treating their husbands the same way. There will be no 
end to their contempt and anger. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. Thinking back over the whole chapter we see God at work in everything 
that happened. In what ways can you see God at work in your own life to 
this point? How has He guided you and how have circumstances been 
ordered in such a way that you believe God was at work in them?  

2. In what ways are you looking for God to guide you now? What part are 
circumstances playing in your decision? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

ESTHER 2 (continued) 

16 Esther was taken to King Xerxes at the royal palace in early winter of the 
seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther more than any of the other 
young women. He was so delighted with her that he set the royal crown on her 
head and declared her queen instead of Vashti. 18 To celebrate the occasion, he 
gave a great banquet in Esther’s honor for all his nobles and officials, declaring a 
public holiday for the provinces and giving generous gifts to everyone. 

19 Even after all the young women had been transferred to the second harem 
and Mordecai had become a palace official, 20 Esther continued to keep her 
family background and nationality a secret. She was still following Mordecai’s 
directions, just as she did when she lived in his home. 

21 One day as Mordecai was on duty at the king’s gate, two of the king’s 
eunuchs, Bigthana and Teresh—who were guards at the door of the king’s 
private quarters—became angry at King Xerxes and plotted to assassinate him. 
22 But Mordecai heard about the plot and gave the information to Queen Esther. 
She then told the king about it and gave Mordecai credit for the report. 23 When 
an investigation was made and Mordecai’s story was found to be true, the two 
men were impaled on a sharpened pole. This was all recorded in The Book of the 
History of King Xerxes’ Reign. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Which has the greatest impact on our lives: The choices we make, or the 
circumstances that come our way in life? 

 

2. If you had a choice, would you rather be someone who is very popular 
with people or someone who is very wealthy? Why? Discuss the possible 
benefits of each as you make your choice. 

2. CHOICES AND CIRCUMSTANCES (Esther 2) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 2. What do you find significant, surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 2:1-4.  

1. King Xerxes choose what pleased him (banishing Queen Vashti and 
choosing a new wife) over what was the right thing to do. We, too, face 
choices almost daily when we choose what we want to do over what we 
should do. Some of these choices involve doing what brings immediate 
enjoyment over what offers long term benefit. Share instances of this.  

2. What advice or practices have you found useful in making wise choices 
when confronting the temptation to do whatever you want, or doing 
whatever brings immediate satisfaction? 

Esther 2:5-18.  

1. What do you think it felt like to be Esther throughout these verses? What 
might she have been thinking? What temptations might she have faced? 

2. In these verses we see Esther benefitting from her natural beauty and 
efforts to make herself look even more beautiful. Where do you think is 
the line between making ourselves look attractive and the sin of vanity?  

Esther 2:19-23.  

1. While we are not told exactly why Mordecai warned Esther to keep her 
Jewish heritage a secret, Bible commentators have come up with various 
theories. Come up with some suggestions of your own. 

2. Discuss: “Sometimes deceit can be a good thing.” 
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ESTHER 2 

1 But after Xerxes’ anger had subsided, he began thinking about Vashti and 
what she had done and the decree he had made. 2 So his personal attendants 
suggested, “Let us search the empire to find beautiful young virgins for the king. 
3 Let the king appoint agents in each province to bring these beautiful young 
women into the royal harem at the fortress of Susa. Hegai, the king’s eunuch in 
charge of the harem, will see that they are all given beauty treatments. 4 After 
that, the young woman who most pleases the king will be made queen instead of 
Vashti.” This advice was very appealing to the king, so he put the plan into effect. 

5 At that time there was a Jewish man in the fortress of Susa whose name was 
Mordecai son of Jair. He was from the tribe of Benjamin and was a descendant of 
Kish and Shimei. 6 His family had been among those who, with King Jehoiachin of 
Judah, had been exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. 
7 This man had a very beautiful and lovely young cousin, Hadassah, who was also 
called Esther. When her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her into his 
family and raised her as his own daughter. 

8 As a result of the king’s decree, Esther, along with many other young 
women, was brought to the king’s harem at the fortress of Susa and placed in 
Hegai’s care. 9 Hegai was very impressed with Esther and treated her kindly. He 
quickly ordered a special menu for her and provided her with beauty 
treatments. He also assigned her seven maids specially chosen from the king’s 
palace, and he moved her and her maids into the best place in the harem. 

10 Esther had not told anyone of her nationality and family background, 
because Mordecai had directed her not to do so. 11 Every day Mordecai would 
take a walk near the courtyard of the harem to find out about Esther and what 
was happening to her. 

12 Before each young woman was taken to the king’s bed, she was given the 
prescribed twelve months of beauty treatments—six months with oil of myrrh, 
followed by six months with special perfumes and ointments. 13 When it was 
time for her to go to the king’s palace, she was given her choice of whatever 
clothing or jewellery she wanted to take from the harem. 14 That evening she was 
taken to the king’s private rooms, and the next morning she was brought to the 
second harem, where the king’s wives lived. There she would be under the care 
of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch in charge of the concubines. She would never go 
to the king again unless he had especially enjoyed her and requested her by 
name. 

15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, who was Mordecai’s uncle. (Mordecai 
had adopted his younger cousin Esther.) When it was Esther’s turn to go to the 
king, she accepted the advice of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the harem. She 
asked for nothing except what he suggested, and she was admired by everyone 
who saw her. 
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INTO THE BIBLE (continued) 

4. Can you think of a time in which you “pre-judged” someone falsely, 
assuming they were reliable and trustworthy only to regret it later?  

 What lessons did you learn from this? 

 

GETTING PERSONAL 

1. This session has looked at pride, prejudice and decision making. If you 
were to ask God to help you in just one of these areas which would it be 
and why? 

2. What practical steps might you take in order to apply what you sense 
God is saying to you? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. What are some of the common prejudices, stereotypes or generalisations 
you see or hear about people based on factors such as race, gender, 
religion, age etc.  

 For each of these discuss whether they are wrong, helpful or harmless. 

 

2. Which causes more suffering and misery in the world: pride or prejudice? 

 How are these two sins related? 

 

3. PRIDE AND PREDJUDICE (Esther 3) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 3. What do you find significant, surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 3:1-6.  

1. “The greater the honour, the greater the pride or ego” . Think of 
examples of this principle. If this is true, why?  

2. Have you ever noticed this pattern in your own life? Give examples. 

Esther 3:7-15.  

1. Haman’s sin in wanting to destroy the Jews is obvious, but he whole 
situation could have been avoided had King Xerxes taken the time to 
seek good advice and information before making a decision. Which of the 
following is more true of you: 

▪ “I tend to make decisions rashly without considering all the 
information or all the consequences.” 

▪ “I tend to avoid making decisions because I’m never sure I have all the 
correct information.” 

2. What lessons have you learnt about how to make good decisions? 

3. Which are you more likely to be when someone you don’t know well 
wants you to trust them: gullible or cynical?  

 In your opinion, which of these two traits are worse and why? 
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ESTHER 3 

1  After these events, King Xerxes honoured Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honour higher than that of all the 
other nobles. 2 All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid 
honour to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But 
Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour. 

3 Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you 
disobey the king’s command?” 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused 
to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s 
behaviour would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. 

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour, 
he was enraged. 6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned 
the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all 
Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 

7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the 
pur (that is, the lot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. 
And the lot fell on the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 

8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed 
among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves 
separate. Their customs are different from those of all other people, and they do 
not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. 9 If it 
pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will give ten 
thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal treasury.” 

10 So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of 
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11 “Keep the money,” the king 
said to Haman, “and do with the people as you please.” 

12 Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were 
summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the language of 
each people all Haman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors of the 
various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in 
the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 13 Dispatches were 
sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and 
annihilate all the Jews—young and old, women and children—on a single day, 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their 
goods. 14 A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province 
and made known to the people of every nationality so they would be ready for 
that day. 

15 The couriers went out, spurred on by the king’s command, and the edict 
was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the 
city of Susa was bewildered. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. In this chapter we see Mordecai suggesting to Esther that she had 
become Queen “for such a time as this”. As we shall see in subsequent 
chapters He was right. We may never get to do something as significant 
as Esther but the Bible teaches we were all born for a purpose. The 
specifics of this purpose may or may not to be clear to you yet but either 
way, try completing the following sentence: “I was born to…”  

2. Which do you most need to develop in order to fulfil God’s purpose for 
your life: compassion or courage? Explain. 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Which word best describes you: compassionate or courageous? Explain, 
giving examples.  

 Which word would you prefer to describe you: compassionate or 
courageous? Give reasons. 

 

2. Which is more needed in the world today? Compassionate people or 
courageous people? Debate your viewpoint and try and convince those 
who choose the other option that you’re right! 

 

4. COMPASSION AND COURAGE (Esther 4) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 4, noticing both Esther’s compassion and courage. Discuss anything 
you find significant, surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 4:1-8.  

1. In his grief and distress, Mordecai “tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly.” Esther’s 
initial response is to send him clothes to put on—in other words she tried 
to “fix” the problem without understanding what was really going on.  
Has this ever happened to you—you’ve tried to fix someone’s problem 
without understanding it, or someone has done this to you? 

2. What is the most helpful thing someone can do for you when you’re 
upset or worried about something? 

Esther 4:9-17.  

1. Compare Esther’s initial response to Mordecai’s request with her final 
response. What convinced her to change her mind? 

2. Share about a time you “changed your mind” - a time when you were 
initially a little fearful of following a course of action but finally you did. 
What caused you to change your mind? 

3. Esther commanded the Jews to fast for her - to not eat or drink for three 
days before she sought to come before the king. Do you think that was 
really necessary? Surely God would have saved His people anyway? 

 Talk about what you know about fasting and share any experiences 
you’ve had. 
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ESTHER 4 

1  When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on 
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But 
he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was 
allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to which the edict and order of the king 
came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and 
wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about 
Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of 
his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther summoned Hathak, 
one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out 
what was troubling Mordecai and why. 

6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the 
king’s gate. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including 
the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury 
for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict 
for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and 
explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to 
beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 

9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then 
she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of 
the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king 
in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they 
be put to death unless the king extends the gold sceptre to them and spares their 
lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 

12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this 
answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all 
the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance 
for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will 
perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a 
time as this?” 

15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews 
who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. 
I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, 
even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 

17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. Share any personal circumstances that have come to mind in which you 
feel you need to be smarter/wiser/cleverer in the way you deal with 
people. Discuss what you might do differently without doing something 
wrong.  

2. Haman had so much in the way of honour and prestige, but he was still 
not happy. He wanted revenge against Mordecai. Share about situations 
in which you have had so much but have still not been content. What 
might God be saying to you? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. The following words could in a sense mean similar things though they 
have different shades of meaning. Place them in order from worst to 
best. Compare your choices and discuss them: 

 _____ Cunning    _____ Clever 

 _____ Shrewd    _____ Sly 

 _____ Smart    _____ Wise 

 

2. Looking at your list in order from worst to best, where do you think is the 
dividing line between unacceptable behaviour and acceptable? 

5. CUNNING OR CLEVER? (Esther 5) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 5, noticing both Esther and Haman’s cunning and cleverness. 
Discuss anything you find significant, surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 5:1-8.  

1. Refer back to chapter 4. What was Esther afraid might happen when she 
approached the king? 

2. Esther had a plan to save her people but didn't come right out and say 
so. Instead she sought to find favour with the King by preparing a 
banquet for Him... two days in a row. What word would you use from 
page 1 to describe what she did? Were her actions acceptable? Give 
reasons.   

3. Can you think of a time when you’ve kept the full truth of your intentions 
from someone? Come up with a rule of thumb that guides us as to when 
this is acceptable and when it is not. 

Esther 5:9-14.  

1. Haman thought that the honour given to him meant he could ask the 
King for whatever he wanted. Cunningly he used his status as a way to 
get revenge on Mordecai for his refusal to bow down. How was His 
cunning different from Esther’s?  

2. What other faults do you see in Haman’s character? 
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ESTHER 5 

1  On the third day of the fast, Esther put on her royal robes and entered the 
inner court of the palace, just across from the king’s hall. The king was sitting on 
his royal throne, facing the entrance. 2 When he saw Queen Esther standing there 
in the inner court, he welcomed her and held out the gold sceptre to her. So 
Esther approached and touched the end of the sceptre. 

3 Then the king asked her, “What do you want, Queen Esther? What is your 
request? I will give it to you, even if it is half the kingdom!” 

4 And Esther replied, “If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today 
to a banquet I have prepared for the king.” 

5 The king turned to his attendants and said, “Tell Haman to come quickly to a 
banquet, as Esther has requested.” So the king and Haman went to Esther’s 
banquet. 

6 And while they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, “Now tell me 
what you really want. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it is half 
the kingdom!” 

7 Esther replied, “This is my request and deepest wish. 8 If I have found favour 
with the king, and if it pleases the king to grant my request and do what I ask, 
please come with Haman tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for you. Then I 
will explain what this is all about.” 

9 Haman was a happy man as he left the banquet! But when he saw Mordecai 
sitting at the palace gate, not standing up or trembling nervously before him, 
Haman became furious. 10 However, he restrained himself and went on home. 

Then Haman gathered together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, 11 and 
boasted to them about his great wealth and his many children. He bragged about 
the honours the king had given him and how he had been promoted over all the 
other nobles and officials. 

12 Then Haman added, “And that’s not all! Queen Esther invited only me and 
the king himself to the banquet she prepared for us. And she has invited me to 
dine with her and the king again tomorrow!” 13 Then he added, “But this is all 
worth nothing as long as I see Mordecai the Jew just sitting there at the palace 
gate.” 

14 So Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and all his friends suggested, “Set up a sharpened 
pole that stands seventy-five feet tall, and in the morning ask the king to impale 
Mordecai on it. When this is done, you can go on your merry way to the banquet 
with the king.” This pleased Haman, and he ordered the pole set up. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. How has God used humiliation in your life to bring honour? In other 
words what have you been through that once carried some degree of 
shame or failure, that God eventually turned into a blessing. 

2. Make a list of the faults you see in Haman in this and previous chapters. 
Which of these do you most easily identify with? What would you like 
God to change in your life? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. What’s the greatest honour you have ever had? For example, it might be 
receiving an award, or an academic or sporting achievement.  Or it could 
be a simple thank you that meant a lot to you, or someone asking you to 
do something on their behalf. What thoughts went through your mind at 
the time? 

  

2. Now who is brave enough to share a “humiliation”… something that 
happened to you that you were embarrassed about at the time? Again, it 
could be academic or sporting, or just a clumsy moment... or a brain 
fade. It might have happened years ago or it might have happened today. 
Again, talk about the thoughts that went through your mind at the time 
and how you got over it. 

6. HONOUR AND HUMILIATION (Esther 6) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 6, noticing how often the word “honour” is used and how honour 
becomes humiliation for Haman. Discuss anything you find significant, 
surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 6:1-5.  

1. What happened in these verses that might have seemed “coincidental” 
but were in fact God outworking his plan? 

2. What similar examples have you seen in your own life? What things 
seemed coincidental at the time but (may) have been God at work? 

3. It’s easy to overlook reward and recognition for people in our “history” 
who deserve it. Share about someone who had an impact on your life in 
the past  - someone who’s contribution could easily be overlooked. 

Esther 6:6-14.  

1. The King sought to “honour a man who truly pleases him”. Note how 
Mordecai was honoured by the king and compare this material honour to 
the spiritual honour God gives to us. What similarities do you see? 

2. After receiving such honour, Mordecai returned to the palace gate. Recall 
from an earlier chapter what he was doing there. What lesson can we 
take from this?  

3. What advice did Haman’s wife and friends give him? Is what they said 
true in general? Does God ultimately always get His way? Discuss. 
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ESTHER 6 

 1 That night the king had trouble sleeping, so he ordered an attendant to 
bring the book of the history of his reign so it could be read to him. 2 In those 
records he discovered an account of how Mordecai had exposed the plot of 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded the door to the king’s 
private quarters. They had plotted to assassinate King Xerxes. 

3 “What reward or recognition did we ever give Mordecai for this?” the king 
asked. 

His attendants replied, “Nothing has been done for him.” 
4 “Who is that in the outer court?” the king inquired. As it happened, Haman 

had just arrived in the outer court of the palace to ask the king to impale 
Mordecai on the pole he had prepared. 

5 So the attendants replied to the king, “Haman is out in the court.” 
“Bring him in,” the king ordered.  
6 So Haman came in, and the king said, “What should I do to honour a man 

who truly pleases me?” 
Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honour more than 

me?” 7 So he replied, “If the king wishes to honour someone, 8 he should bring out 
one of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse that the king himself has 
ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. 9 Let the robes and the horse be 
handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials. And let him see that the 
man whom the king wishes to honour is dressed in the king’s robes and led 
through the city square on the king’s horse. Have the official shout as they go, 
‘This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honour!’” 

10 “Excellent!” the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and my horse, 
and do just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the 
palace. Leave out nothing you have suggested!” 

11 So Haman took the robes and put them on Mordecai, placed him on the 
king’s own horse, and led him through the city square, shouting, “This is what 
the king does for someone he wishes to honour!” 12 Afterward Mordecai 
returned to the palace gate, but Haman hurried home dejected and completely 
humiliated. 

13 When Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends what had happened, 
his wise advisers and his wife said, “Since Mordecai—this man who has 
humiliated you—is of Jewish birth, you will never succeed in your plans against 
him. It will be fatal to continue opposing him.” 

14 While they were still talking, the king’s eunuchs arrived and quickly took 
Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. Describe situations have you faced or are you currently facing where you 
were, or are, tempted to seek revenge? What might it mean to seek 
justice rather than revenge? Or are they ultimately the same thing? 

2. What causes is God speaking to you about in which injustice is taking 
place? What is He challenging you to do? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. What examples of injustice in the world particularly bother you and why? 

 

 What have you done in practical terms to confront these injustices?  

  

2. What is the difference between seeking justice and seeking revenge? As 
you discuss this share any personal experiences that come to mind that 
illustrate the difference. 

 

 

 

7. JUSTICE AND REVENGE (Esther 7) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read the verses from Esther 7 & 8 on the right. Discuss anything you find 
significant, surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 7:1-7a.  

1. Agree or disagree? Esther meant Haman no harm - she simply wanted to 
save her people. 

2. What similarities do you see in the relationship between the king and his 
bride (i.e. Esther) and Christ and his Bride (i.e. us) 

 

Esther 7:7b-8:2.  

1. Haman was genuinely sorry for what he planned to do to the Jews. Agree 
or disagree? Give reasons. 

2. Do you feel sorry for Haman? After all he was falsely accused of 
assaulting Esther. 

3. If you had been Esther and Haman was pleading with you for his life, 
would you have shown mercy and asked the king to forgive him? Why or 
why not? 

4. Would you describe Haman’s fate as justice or revenge on the part of 
Esther and the Jews? 
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ESTHER 7 & 8:1,2 

 7 1 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 On this second 

occasion, while they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “Tell me 
what you want, Queen Esther. What is your request? I will give it to you, even if it 
is half the kingdom!” 
3 Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favour with the king, and if it pleases the 
king to grant my request, I ask that my life and the lives of my people will be 
spared. 4 For my people and I have been sold to those who would kill, slaughter, 
and annihilate us. If we had merely been sold as slaves, I could remain quiet, for 
that would be too trivial a matter to warrant disturbing the king.” 
5 “Who would do such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. “Who would be so 
presumptuous as to touch you?” 
6 Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is our adversary and our enemy.” Haman 
grew pale with fright before the king and queen. 7 Then the king jumped to his 
feet in a rage and went out into the palace garden. 
Haman, however, stayed behind to plead for his life with Queen Esther, for he 
knew that the king intended to kill him. 8 In despair he fell on the couch where 
Queen Esther was reclining, just as the king was returning from the palace 
garden. 
The king exclaimed, “Will he even assault the queen right here in the palace, 
before my very eyes?” And as soon as the king spoke, his attendants covered 
Haman’s face, signalling his doom. 
9 Then Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, “Haman has set up a sharpened 
pole that stands seventy-five feet tall in his own courtyard. He intended to use it 
to impale Mordecai, the man who saved the king from assassination.” 

“Then impale Haman on it!” the king ordered. 10 So they impaled Haman on 
the pole he had set up for Mordecai, and the king’s anger subsided. 

8 1 On that same day King Xerxes gave the property of Haman, the enemy of 

the Jews, to Queen Esther. Then Mordecai was brought before the king, for 
Esther had told the king how they were related. 2 The king took off his signet 
ring—which he had taken back from Haman—and gave it to Mordecai. And 
Esther appointed Mordecai to be in charge of Haman’s property. 

ADDITIONAL QUESTION 

The fate of Haman is a classic example of God exacting vengeance and justice. 
Yet we know that evil people don’t always suffer the consequences of their 
wrongdoing. Why do you think this is? Is God inconsistent and therefore unfair? 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. The Bible teaches that God is faithful and keeps His promises, yet 
sometimes it doesn’t appear that way. Describe situations you’ve  faced 
when it didn't seem this way. In hindsight what have you learnt? 

2. If you had to give a speech entitled “God’s faithfulness to me”, what 
examples would you include? Think perhaps of promises He’s made and 
kept. 

3. When we grasp God’s faithfulness to us, we are inspired to be faithful to 
Him. Yet because we are human we don’t always remain as faithful as we 
would like. What are som e ways you’d like to be more faithful to Him?  

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. What’s a promise from the Bible that is particularly meaningful or 
comforting to you? 

 

2. Should we keep our promises “no matter what”? Describe a situation in 
which you promised to do something but later broke your promise 
because circumstances changed or you had new information? In 
hindsight did you do the right thing? 

  

 

8. PROMISES AND FAITHFULNESS (Esther 8) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read verses from Esther 8 on the right. Discuss anything you find significant, 
surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 8:3-8.  

1. The king declared that He could not reverse a command that had been 
already been sealed with his signet ring - even when he changed his 
mind? What is your reaction to this? Does he impress you as a man of his 
word? Does it sound like he’s too caught up in keeping “the rules”. Or 
something else? 

2. What evidence is there in the story of Esther so far, to justify calling her 
“faithful”? 

 

Esther 8:9-14.  

1. The decree did not protect the Jews but it did give them the right to 
protect themselves and take revenge on anyone who attacked them. 
What reactions might this decree have encountered amongst the Jews? 
What excitement, questions, doubts, concerns etc. might they have had?  

2. What parallels do you see between all the things King Xerxes did for 
Mordecai and Esther and what God does for us? 

 Which of these parallels is particularly comforting or meaningful to you? 
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ESTHER 8 

 3 Then Esther went again before the king, falling down at his feet and begging 
him with tears to stop the evil plot devised by Haman the Agagite against the 
Jews. 4 Again the king held out the gold sceptre to Esther. So she rose and stood 
before him. 

5 Esther said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favour with him, and if 
he thinks it is right, and if I am pleasing to him, let there be a decree that 
reverses the orders of Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, who ordered that 
Jews throughout all the king’s provinces should be destroyed. 6 For how can I 
endure to see my people and my family slaughtered and destroyed?” 

7 Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “I have given 
Esther the property of Haman, and he has been impaled on a pole because he 
tried to destroy the Jews. 8 Now go ahead and send a message to the Jews in the 
king’s name, telling them whatever you want, and seal it with the king’s signet 
ring. But remember that whatever has already been written in the king’s name 
and sealed with his signet ring can never be revoked.” 

9 So on June 25 the king’s secretaries were summoned, and a decree was 
written exactly as Mordecai dictated. It was sent to the Jews and to the highest 
officers, the governors, and the nobles of all the 127 provinces stretching from 
India to Ethiopia. The decree was written in the scripts and languages of all the 
peoples of the empire, including that of the Jews. 10 The decree was written in the 
name of King Xerxes and sealed with the king’s signet ring. Mordecai sent the 
dispatches by swift messengers, who rode fast horses especially bred for the 
king’s service. 

11 The king’s decree gave the Jews in every city authority to unite to defend 
their lives. They were allowed to kill, slaughter, and annihilate anyone of any 
nationality or province who might attack them or their children and wives, and 
to take the property of their enemies. 12 The day chosen for this event 
throughout all the provinces of King Xerxes was March 7 of the next year. 

13 A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in every province and 
proclaimed to all peoples, so that the Jews would be ready to take revenge on 
their enemies on the appointed day. 14 So urged on by the king’s command, the 
messengers rode out swiftly on fast horses bred for the king’s service. The same 
decree was also proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. What are you particularly grateful to God for in your life? What things 
could have gone badly wrong but actually have turned out well? 

2. What things in your future are you tempted to feel anxious about? What 
do you fear happening and what do you pray will actually happen? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Read the following statement and rate yourself on a scale of 1 to 5 where 
5= “That describes me exactly!” and 1= “I’m the opposite of that!” 
Explain your rating, giving examples. 

 “I tend to worry a lot about things that might happen to me in the 
future, even when I have no rational reason to worry.” 

 

2. Share with each other about a time in your life where you faced a change 
or new experience that filled you with some degree of anxiety or even 
fear, yet once it occurred you experienced a relief and perhaps even joy. 

  

 

9. JOY AND RELIEF (Esther 9) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read verses from Esther 8:15-9:19 on the right. Discuss anything you find 
significant, surprising or intriguing. 

 

Esther 8:15-17.  

1. In the last session we wondered how the Jews might react to this decree. 
Here we have the answer! There seems to be no doubt or fear when the 
decree arrived. Why were the Jews so happy?  

2. How did God use a bad situation for good? 

 

Esther 9:1-10.  

1. What were the two factors contributing to the Jews success?  

 Use the principle behind each factor to complete the following sentence 
“God helps us by...”  

 

Esther 9:11-19.  

1. We can either conclude from these verses that Queen Esther was 
vengeful and bloodthirsty, or suggest that there may be another lesson 
here for us. What might it be? 

2. Although the decree gave the Jews the right to plunder their enemies’ 
possessions, three times it says they did not do it. Suggest why this might 
have been. 
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ESTHER 8 & 9 

8  15 Then Mordecai left the king’s presence, wearing the royal robe of blue and 
white, the great crown of gold, and an outer cloak of fine linen and purple. And the 
people of Susa celebrated the new decree. 16 The Jews were filled with joy and 
gladness and were honoured everywhere. 17 In every province and city, wherever 
the king’s decree arrived, the Jews rejoiced and had a great celebration and 
declared a public festival and holiday. And many of the people of the land became 
Jews themselves, for they feared what the Jews might do to them. 

9 1 So on March 7 the two decrees of the king were put into effect. On that day, 
the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but quite the opposite 
happened. It was the Jews who overpowered their enemies. 2 The Jews gathered in 
their cities throughout all the king’s provinces to attack anyone who tried to harm 
them. But no one could make a stand against them, for everyone was afraid of 
them. 3 And all the nobles of the provinces, the highest officers, the governors, and 
the royal officials helped the Jews for fear of Mordecai. 4 For Mordecai had been 
promoted in the king’s palace, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces 
as he became more and more powerful. 

5 So the Jews went ahead on the appointed day and struck down their enemies 
with the sword. They killed and annihilated their enemies and did as they pleased 
with those who hated them. 6 In the fortress of Susa itself, the Jews killed 500 men. 
7 They also killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 
9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizatha— 10 the ten sons of Haman son of 
Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not take any plunder. 

11 That very day, when the king was informed of the number of people killed in 
the fortress of Susa, 12 he called for Queen Esther. He said, “The Jews have killed 
500 men in the fortress of Susa alone, as well as Haman’s ten sons. If they have 
done that here, what has happened in the rest of the provinces? But now, what 
more do you want? It will be granted to you; tell me and I will do it.” 

13 Esther responded, “If it please the king, give the Jews in Susa permission to 
do again tomorrow as they have done today, and let the bodies of Haman’s ten 
sons be impaled on a pole.” 

14 So the king agreed, and the decree was announced in Susa. And they impaled 
the bodies of Haman’s ten sons. 15 Then the Jews at Susa gathered together on 
March 8 and killed 300 more men, and again they took no plunder. 

16 Meanwhile, the other Jews throughout the king’s provinces had gathered 
together to defend their lives. They gained relief from all their enemies, killing 
75,000 of those who hated them. But they did not take any plunder. 17 This was 
done throughout the provinces on March 7, and on March 8 they rested, 

celebrating their victory with a day of feasting and gladness. 18 (The Jews at Susa 
killed their enemies on March 7 and again on March 8, then rested on March 9, 
making that their day of feasting and gladness.) 19 So to this day, rural Jews living 
in remote villages celebrate an annual festival and holiday on the appointed day in 
late winter, when they rejoice and send gifts of food to each other. 
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GETTING PERSONAL 

1. One thing that is unique about the book of Esther is that God is not 
mentioned once. Despite this, what do we learn about God from the 
story? 

2. What are the main lessons you remember from the Book of Esther - 
things that have personally impacted you? 

 

PRAYER 

Conclude with a time of prayer for one another. 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. National holidays are times of remembrance. Rank the following from 
most meaningful to least meaningful for you and explain why: Waitangi 
Day, ANZAC Day, Queen’s Birthday and Labour Day.  

  

2. The two main Christian times of remembrance and celebration are 
Christmas and Easter, yet increasingly in our society, their real meaning is 
being lost. What practices do you follow that help you remember the real 
reasons for these celebrations? 

 

 

 

10. REMEMBRANCE & CELEBRATION (Esther 9, 10) 
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INTO THE BIBLE 

Read Esther 9:20-10:3 on the right. Discuss anything you find significant, 
surprising or intriguing? 

 

Esther 9:20-28.  

1. Why do you think Mordecai called on the people to not only celebrate 
the victory, but to celebrate it every year on into the future? 

 What lesson could we draw from their example?  

 

Esther 9:29-32.  

1. (Apart from your birthday) what personal days of celebration do you 
observe? These will be days  that are really significant to you - days you 
want to remember and look back on with joy or gratitude. 

2. Are there any days in your life which you’d like to make into days of 
personal celebration and significance - days that would help you to 
remember God’s faithfulness and goodness to you? 

 

Esther 10:1-3.  

1. The book ends with a brief mention again of Mordecai. If you had to 
preach or write on the life of Mordecai what points might you include? 

 

 

page  3  

 

ESTHER 9 & 10 

 20 Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to the Jews near and far, 
throughout all the provinces of King Xerxes, 21 calling on them to celebrate an 
annual festival on these two days. 22 He told them to celebrate these days with 
feasting and gladness and by giving gifts of food to each other and presents to the 
poor. This would commemorate a time when the Jews gained relief from their 
enemies, when their sorrow was turned into gladness and their mourning into 
joy. 

23 So the Jews accepted Mordecai’s proposal and adopted this annual custom. 
24 Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews, had plotted to 
crush and destroy them on the date determined by casting lots (the lots were 
called purim). 25 But when Esther came before the king, he issued a decree causing 
Haman’s evil plot to backfire, and Haman and his sons were impaled on a 
sharpened pole. 26 That is why this celebration is called Purim, because it is the 
ancient word for casting lots. 

So because of Mordecai’s letter and because of what they had experienced, 
27 the Jews throughout the realm agreed to inaugurate this tradition and to pass it 
on to their descendants and to all who became Jews. They declared they would 
never fail to celebrate these two prescribed days at the appointed time each year. 
28 These days would be remembered and kept from generation to generation and 
celebrated by every family throughout the provinces and cities of the empire. This 
Festival of Purim would never cease to be celebrated among the Jews, nor would 
the memory of what happened ever die out among their descendants. 

29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, 
wrote another letter putting the queen’s full authority behind Mordecai’s letter to 
establish the Festival of Purim. 30 Letters wishing peace and security were sent to 
the Jews throughout the 127 provinces of the empire of Xerxes. 31 These letters 
established the Festival of Purim—an annual celebration of these days at the 
appointed time, decreed by both Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther. (The people 
decided to observe this festival, just as they had decided for themselves and their 
descendants to establish the times of fasting and mourning.) 32 So the command of 
Esther confirmed the practices of Purim, and it was all written down in the 
records. 

10 King Xerxes imposed a tribute throughout his empire, even to the distant 

coastlands. 2 His great achievements and the full account of the greatness of 
Mordecai, whom the king had promoted, are recorded in The Book of the History of 
the Kings of Media and Persia. 3 Mordecai the Jew became the prime minister, with 
authority next to that of King Xerxes himself. He was very great among the Jews, 
who held him in high esteem, because he continued to work for the good of his 
people and to speak up for the welfare of all their descendants. 


