
PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

SUMMARY OF TOPICS 

 

TOPIC 1: Complaining: Mary 

Rather than complaining God wants us to be people who accept things as He allows them to be and 

learn to be content. 

TOPIC 2: Being a Witness: John the Baptist 

Rather than complaining God wants us to be people who accept things as He allows them to be and 

learn to be content. 

TOPIC 3: Forgiveness: Peter 

At times people hurt us. When we choose to forgive them, we show God’s love to them – they same 

undeserved love He shows to us when we make mistakes. How can we expect Him to forgive us 

when we won’t forgive others? 

TOPIC 4: Loyalty: Judas 

To talk about the importance of loyalty to our friends and family and to reflect on how others’ 

disloyalty can hurt us. 

TOPIC 5: Change: Paul 

To reflect on the changes that will take place in young people’s lives over the teen years, and to see 

God’s role in these changes. 

TOPIC 6: The Future: John 

In a number of ways the future of the world looks bleak. Wars, global warming, famine and disease 

all threaten our survival. Yet we can draw hope and comfort in the fact that God is in control of the 

future and promises to not allow us to completely destroy ourselves.. 

TOPIC 7: Prejudice: The Woman From Samaria 

To realise our tendency to pre-judge people or to hold prejudices and to see everyone as God does. 

TOPIC 8: Determination – Blind Bartimaeus 

Determination is that quality that helps us achieve our goals in life by getting us through the 

obstacles we face. It also helps us grow as Christians overcoming the hard times we all experience. 

TOPIC 9: Morality – The Woman Caught in Sin 

To think about the moral decisions young people have to make and discuss ways we might go about 

making good decisions. 

TOPIC 10: Death – Lazarus 

The only thing that is certain in life is that it one day ends but then what? Can we know what 

happens when we die? The Bible says, “Yes”. 

TOPIC 11: Money – The Rich Man 

To think about our attitude to money and it’s importance in our life compared to God and following 

Him. 

 



TOPIC 12: Hypocrisy – The Pharisees 

The word “hypocrite” comes from a Greek word referring to an actor who wore a mask. It means to 

pretend to be someone you are not.” As Christians we should aim to live lives free of hypocrisy, with 

our actions matching our words. 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 1: Complaining: Mary 

 

MAIN IDEA 

Rather than complaining God wants us to be people who accept things as He allows them to be and 

learn to be content. 

 

GAME:  WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE 

• Choose two (or more) volunteers and explain that they need to memorise everything about the 

room you’re meeting in and the people who are there. Give them 30 seconds to do so before 

leaving the room.  

• Once they have left make a number of changes. For example, two people could swap shoes, one 

person could leave the room entirely, a poster could be moved etc. Make up to 10 changes. The 

changes should not be too obvious or too small– be realistic about what people might notice. 

• Bring the volunteers back in and give each a turn to identify one change. Keep going, taking 

turns and awarding a point each time they get one right. If one person can’t think of a change 

that’s occurred they pass and the next person has a turn.  

• When all the changes have been found or they can’t see any more changes then reward the 

winner! 

• Repeat with more volunteers if time permits 

• Link: We tend to complain a lot about the things we want to see changed in our lives.  

 

OPENING QUESTION 

Who are the people young people most often complain about and what are their most common 

complaints? 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. What’s it like to be around people who complain a lot? What do you feel like saying to 

them? 

 

2. Is it always wrong to complain? Give examples. 

 

  



3. The following situations describe people who are complaining. What would you suggest they 

do rather than just complain?   

• Your friend is always complaining about her parents – she says they never listen to 

her and are too strict.  But then she thinks – it’s wrong to complain... they are my 

parents. 

• Your brother is always complaining about the way his friends treat him. He says they 

take him for granted and only pretend to like him when they want something from 

him. But then he thinks – it’s better to have fake friends than none at all. 

• Someone you know complains and blames God for things that are wrong in their life. 

Their parents got divorced, they are not doing well at school, and they get sick a lot. 

But at the same time they are scared that if they keep complaining God will punish 

them even more.   

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Luke 1:26-45. The passage tells us the story of Mary, Jesus mother when she learnt she was 

going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit. After wondering how this could happen, she responded with 

the words “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.”  

1.  What are some complaints Mary might have been expected to make to God? 

2.  Why do you think she didn’t complain? 

3.  What do you think Mary would say to us when we complain about the circumstances we 

face in life? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Who are the people you most commonly complain about or complain to? What sort of 

things do they do that cause you to complain? How often are your complaints fair – do you 

have good reason to complain? 

2. How do you think God feels about your complaining? What do you think He would say to 

you? 

3. What could you do differently this week in order to stop being a complainer? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

If anyone had reason to complain it was Jesus. He loved others and never did anything wrong, but 

ended up being hated and was crucified. Yet through all this, as He hung on the cross He asked His 

Heavenly Father to forgive those who harmed Him. He never complained – He just did God’s will. 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 2: Being a Witness: John the Baptist 

 

MAIN IDEA 

Rather than complaining God wants us to be people who accept things as He allows them to be and 

learn to be content. 

 

GAME: DRAW AS I SAY 

• Find two volunteers and put one in front of a whiteboard with a pen where everyone can see 

what they are drawing. Give the other person a card with a simple shape on it. It might be a 

heart, a cross, a letter, a number, an outline of Mickey Mouse’s head, etc!  

• The person with the shape must not let their partner see it. Instead they must tell the other 

person what actions to take with their pen on the whiteboard so that they are able to 

accurately draw it. However they can’t say “Draw a heart.” Instead they might say, “Draw a 

diagonal line... draw another diagonal line that touches it at the bottom... place two semi circles 

on top.” As they follow instructions it’s important that the person giving the instructions can’t 

see what is being drawn – place them behind the whiteboard. 

• When a person has drawn what they think the object should look like they can show the person 

giving the instructions. 

• Use the activity as an introduction to the topic, explaining the importance of witnessing clearly 

to what we believe – in such a way that people can understand.  

 

OPENING QUESTION 

To “witness” means to tell someone about something you have seen or experienced. Think of your 

typical (Monday) morning at school. What are the things that people are witnessing to - things they 

have seen or experienced over the weekend? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Many of us find it easier to “witness” about the things in the open question, than to talk 

about God or church. Why do you think that is? 

 

2. Why do you think it is important to tell others about Jesus and what He’s done for them? 

 

3. There are many ways to tell other people about God. What are some good ways? What are 

the ways that might turn people off?  



4. The following people have come up with reasons (excuses?) why they don’t tell others they 

go to church and why they don’t talk about God. What would you say to them to help them 

think again? 

• Rick hears his friends use “God” and “Jesus” as swear words. He is afraid that if he 

doesn’t do the same, they will not like him anymore. 

• Jenny is afraid that if she starts to tell her friends about God that they will expect her to 

be perfect and will criticise her when she does something wrong. 

• Michael goes to church and believes in God, but he says that his feelings about God are 

private and personal and he doesn’t want to force his beliefs on other people. 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Matthew 3:1,2,5-8.  

1.  What was John the Baptist doing? 

2.  In what ways did people react to him? 

3.  Why did he send some people away? 

Read Matthew 14:3-12.  

4.  Why was John arrested, and what ultimate fate did he suffer for “being a witness”? 

5.  Why do you think John continued to speak out particularly when it got him into so much 

trouble? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Being a witness for Jesus involves both living a positive Christian life and talking about Christ. 

Most people find one of these easier than the other. Which tends to be easiest for you? 

Why? 

2.  Who has “witnessed” to you about Jesus? Who has told you about him and what sacrifices 

have they made to do so? 

3. Are there places where you are finding it particularly difficult to “be a witness” (home, 

school, etc.) Why are you finding it so hard? How do you want God to help you? What steps 

do you need to take to be a better witness? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

Jesus is our ultimate example of what it means to be a witness. He never failed to tell people about 

His Father, God, and He never failed to do the things God wanted Him to do. He did all this knowing 

that many would mock him and get angry at him to the point of crucifying Him. Yet He did all this 

because He loved us and wanted us to spend eternity with Him. How could we not, in return, be a 

witness to others for Him? 



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 3: Forgiveness: Peter 

 

MAIN IDEA 

At times people hurt us. When we choose to forgive them, we show God’s love to them – they same 

undeserved love He shows to us when we make mistakes. How can we expect Him to forgive us 

when we won’t forgive others? 

 

GAME: PEGGED 

• Give each person two pegs which they must attach to separate parts of their clothing. Both pegs 

should be clearly visible. When you give the signal each person must try to take other people’s 

pegs and attach it to themselves – again in such a way that they are visible. When you call time, 

the person with the most pegs is the winner. 

• Repeat the game – each person starts with two pegs but this time they hold one in each hand 

and try to attach the clothes pegs to someone else’s clothing. The aim is to have the fewest 

pegs at the end of the game – either in hand or attached to their clothing. When a player has no 

peg in a hand they are allowed to remove a peg from their clothing and try to attach it to 

someone else’s clothing. However, no player can remove a peg from their clothing using a hand 

that is already holding a peg – and no player can hold more than one peg in a hand at any one 

time.  Nor can they hold a peg with any part of their body except their hands 

• Use the activity as an introduction to the topic, saying we must forgive people who hurt us by 

what they take from us or what they do too us including mean words and unkind actions. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

Make a list of situations you frequently come across in which someone does something to hurt or 

annoy you? What’s so hard about forgiving them when they do this? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Suppose a friend of yours borrows something valuable from you. You are reluctant to lend it 

because they are the sort of person who doesn’t look after things. They end up damaging it. 

• Would you forgive them? 

• Would you lend them something again? 

• “If you wouldn’t lend them something again then you haven’t really forgiven them.” 

Agree or disagree? 

2. What do you think it means to “Forgive and forget.”? How can you really “forget” that 

something ever happened? 

 



3. Do you agree or disagree with the following opinions: 

• “If someone deliberately hurts you, it’s OK to hold a grudge against them.” 

• “If someone is not sorry for what they’ve done, then there is no need for us to forgive 

them.” 

• “Our courts should be more willing to forgive criminals who are sorry than to punish 

them.” 

• “God forgives us, even when we don’t ask Him to.” 

 

4. Which do you think is easier?  

• To forgive, or to ask for forgiveness? 

• To forgive someone who has done something wrong, or to forgive yourself when you 

have done something wrong? 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Luke 22:54-62  

1.  How do you think Peter felt after he had denied knowing his close friend Jesus. How do you 

think Jesus felt? 

Read John 21:15-19.  

2.  After He had died and had risen from the dead, Jesus met up with Peter again (see second 

column). Why did Jesus ask Peter the same question three times? 

3.  Why do you think Jesus still wanted Peter to be a leader in the church, even after Peter had 

failed so badly? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1. How do you know God forgives sin? Can you think of a time in your life when you did wrong 

and you asked Him to forgive you? How do you know He did? 

2.  Are there people you are finding it hard to forgive at the moment? How have they hurt you? 

Do you want to forgive them? Why or why not? 

3. How will you forgive people who have hurt you? What is the first step for you to take? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

When Jesus was hanging on the cross after people had mocked Him, beaten Him and unfairly 

sentenced Him to death, you’d understand it if He decided not to forgive them. Yet while He was 

dying He prayed “Father forgive them, for they don’t understand what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) 



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 4: Loyalty: Judas 

 

MAIN IDEA 

To talk about the importance of loyalty to our friends and family and to reflect on how others’ 

disloyalty can hurt us. 

 

GAME: RED vs. BLACK 

Divide into three teams and explain to them that the purpose of the game is to score as many 

points as possible. On each turn, each team decides whether choose red or black and writes that on 

a sheet of paper. When the signal is given they must hold up their sheet of paper for all to see. 

Scoring is as follows: 

• If all choose black, each team scores 5.  

• If exactly one team chooses red, that team scores 10 and all other teams score 0.  

• If more than one team chooses red, all teams score 0.  

Play about 3 or 4 rounds and then allow a representative of each team to negotiate and return to 

their team to advise them what to do. Play another 3 or 4 rounds before allowing further 

negotiation. Finish with another 3 or 4 rounds. Discuss what happened: 

• Did you try to beat the other teams? Why? (The instruction was to “score as many points as 

possible” not “YOUR TEAM must score as many points as possible.”)  

• Did you trust the other teams? Did they betray you? 

Use the game to introduce the topic of loyalty. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

What does the word “loyalty” mean. Give an example. Would it be “disloyal” to tell on a friend who 

has done something wrong?  

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Suppose one of your friends commits a minor crime (for example shoplifting or cheating on a 

test at school). What would you do? Would you tell on them? Why or why not? What if they 

had done something more serious - what would you do? 

 

2. Do you agree or disagree with the following: 

• “Being loyal means you never criticise your friends.” 

• “Being loyal means you never argue with your friends. 



4. What should the following people do? 

• Shelley wants to go to a movie with her friends. However her parents don’t approve of 

the movie and don’t let her go. Shelley’s friends laugh about her parents and criticise 

them, calling them old fashioned. 

• Kelvin usually gets on well with his younger brother even though he can be a bit strange 

at times. One day at school Kelvin's friends start teasing his brother, calling him a “geek” 

and a “nerd”. 

 

5. What are some ways in which we can be disloyal to God? How does He respond to our 

disloyalty? 

 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Matthew 26:14-15, 20-25  

1. How did Judas benefit from being disloyal to his friend Jesus? 

2.  If Jesus knew He was going to be betrayed, and who was going to do it, why do you think He 

didn’t run away? 

3.  How do you think Jesus might have been feeling toward Judas at this time? 

4. How do you think Judas might have felt later?  (Read Matthew 27:3-5 to find out).  

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Have you ever been betrayed or hurt by someone you trusted? What did you say to them? 

Did you ever trust them again? Do you think you should have? 

2.  Have you ever felt let down by God? What happened? Has it made you feel like giving up on 

Him, or has it made you more determined to follow Him? What lessons have you learnt 

through it? 

3. Who do you most need to be more loyal to: friends, family, or God? What do you need to do 

in order to show more loyalty? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

Jesus understands the pain of having people close to Him show disloyalty. Judas betrayed Him and 

benefited financially. Yet despite knowing that Judas would do this Jesus showed love to Judas, even 

washing his feet and sharing food with him on the very night He was betrayed. We too shoukd show 

loyalty to our friends, family and even to God Himself, when there is a cost involved. 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 5: Change: Paul 

 

MAIN IDEA 

To reflect on the changes that will take place in young people’s lives over the teen years, and to see 

God’s role in these changes. 

 

GAME: MUDDLED BOOKS 

List the books of the Bible on a sheet of papers but change the order and muddled up the letters. 

Give a copy to each person or have them work in twos or threes. See which group can be first to 

unscramble the letters and correctly guess the books of the Bible. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

We live in a world of change. In what ways do you think life for young people is different from when 

your parents were your age?  

 

Which of these changes are for the better and which are for the worse? 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1. In what ways has your life changed over the past three years? Which of these changes has 

been for the better and which has been for the worse? 

 

 

2. In what ways do you expect your life to change over the next three years? 

 

 Do you think these changes will be for the better or the worse? 

  



3. Discuss the following statements. Do you agree or disagree? 

• “God never changes.” 

• “God never changes His mind.” 

• “God changes people.” 

 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Acts 9:1-9, 17-21 

1.  How did Paul (or Saul as he was then known) treat the followers of Jesus? 

2.  What experience changed him? 

3.  What evidence was there that he was a changed person? 

 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Jesus doesn’t change us all in the dramatic way that Paul changed. If you are a Christian you 

might like to share how you became one. Are you aware of any changes that have taken 

place in your life since you became one? 

 

2.  In what ways would you like God to change you and make you a better person? 

 

3. What do you need to do this week to show that God is changing you? 

 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

As we get older and enter our teen years we change significantly. We face new experiences and are 

faced with new choices. God is with us in these changes and wants to help us in making these 

changes good ones.  

 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 6: The Future: John 

 

MAIN IDEA 

In a number of ways the future of the world looks bleak. Wars, global warming, famine and disease 

all threaten our survival. Yet we can draw hope and comfort in the fact that God is in control of the 

future and promises to not allow us to completely destroy ourselves.. 

 

GAME: CONTINUE THE STORY 

Sit in a circle and explain to the group that they are going to tell a story together. Choose one 

person to begin. They have to come up with one word to begin the story. The person next to them 

comes up with the second word of the story etc. See how many times you can go around the group, 

keeping the story going. For variation, use a sentence rather than a word. 

Link: Like the game we don’t know what is going to happen next in the story that is unfolding in the 

world today. But God knows the future. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

If you could find out one fact about the future what would it be? 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

1. Imagine travelling forward in time to the year 2100! What do you think the world would be 

like?  Would it be better or worse than it is now? Give reasons: 

 

2. Which of the following do you think poses the greatest threat to the survival of the human 

race? Explain 

• War 

• Pollution 

• Disease 

• Famine 

• Natural disaster 



3. Do you think that God would let the world come to an end? 

 

4. Do you think that Jesus will come again? 

 

5. Do you expect either of these things (the end of the world/the return of Jesus) to happen in 

your lifetime? 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

The Book of Revelation was written by John, one of Jesus’ disciples after he was given a vision of the 

future shortly before he died. Read the latter part of this vision in Revelation 21:1-8 and 22: 1-9. 

1.  How is the future world – the place we live after we die, different from the one we live in 

now? 

2.  What is the fate of those who do not believe in Jesus? 

3.  What promises does God give to those who do believe in Jesus? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Is the future something you are looking forward to? Why or why not? 

 

2.  What fears do you have about the future? 

 

3.  How do you cope with these fears? 

 

4. If Jesus really was about to come again what do you need to do in order to be ready? Is this 

something you can do now? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

God has a plan He is working out through world events. When Christ died and rose again Satan’s 

plans for our death and destruction were thwarted and they day will come when Christ returns as 

King to rule His Kingdom. This fact gives us hope and certainty about the future.  

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 7: Prejudice: The Woman From Samaria 

 

MAIN IDEA 

To realise our tendency to pre-judge people or to hold prejudices and to see everyone as God does. 

 

GAME: WHAT IS IT? 

• Gather together a number of objects and blindfold a volunteer and have them try to guess what 

an object is based on feel alone. Give others a turn with different object. Allow everyone else to 

see the object while the person with the blindfold tries to guess. 

• There are a number of variations on this that can be played. For example you could have two 

teams each with a box containing the same objects. Give each person on each team a fixed 

length of time to feel as many objects as they can while blindfolded and then have each team 

try to guess all the objects – team with the most wins! 

• Reflect on some of the mistakes made and explain how the game reminds us of the dangers of 

prejudice – making assumptions about someone (something) based on incomplete information.  

 

OPENING QUESTION 

What are some of the common “prejudices” people hold against others? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. The word “prejudice” means to “pre judge” – to judge before we have all the facts. Why is 

prejudice so harmful and wrong? 

 

2. “First impressions count!” Do you agree or disagree? 

 

3. What evidences of racism do we see in our world today? Do you see any evidence of racism 

at school or in your neighbourhood? 

 

  



4. Is it wrong to tell “racist” jokes about a particular nationality or race, or is it just harmless 

fun?  

 

What about “sexist” jokes against boys or girls? 

 

5. “Girls can do anything!” Or can they? Should men and women be treated the same? Should 

they be playing sport together? Should they be doing the same jobs?  

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

A Samaritan was a person who was part Jew, and as such were looked down upon by full blooded 

Jews which is what Jesus and His disciples were. In addition to this it was frowned upon for a man to 

enter into conversation with a woman unknown to him. Read John 4:3-15,27-30 and discuss the 

following: 

1.  What was Jesus’ attitude to racial and sexist prejudices? 

2.  What was Jesus offering the woman? 

3.  What resulted from their conversation? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Have you ever judged someone (e.g. a friend, teacher, etc.) on first impressions and 

discovered later you were wrong about them? What changed your mind? 

2.  Has anyone ever shown prejudice or made a hasty judgement about you? How did you feel? 

3. Are there people or groups of people you are holding a prejudice against? How justified are 

these prejudices? How can you overcome these? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

Talk about how Jesus doesn’t pre-judge us – he knows everything about us even our faults and 

mistakes. Yet He loves and accepts us all regardless of these things and certainly regardless of race 

or anything else. He expects us to treat others the same way.  

 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 8: Determination: Blind Bartimaeus 

 

MAIN IDEA 

Determination is that quality that helps us achieve our goals in life by getting us through the 

obstacles we face. It also helps us grow as Christians overcoming the hard times we all experience. 

 

GAME: TOWER BUILDING 

• Set groups a task to do such as building a tower out of cards or out of marshmellows and kebab 

sticks. See who can build the highest tower, and promise a bar of chocolate to the winning team. 

• While people are building, try to distract them from the task. Offer an increasingly large number 

of lollies to individuals on the teams saying that if they accept the lollies they can no longer take 

part in the competition and must sit it out. Don’t explain why you are doing this.  

• When the competition is over, discuss why people accepted the lollies, or why they didn’t. 

• Link: Talk about how determination was needed in order for them to complete their goal. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

Think about people who have excelled in their field of interest or endeavour. It may be sport, music, 

acting, politics etc.? What are some of the barriers, obstacles or challenges they must have had to 

overcome to get where they are? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. It’s easy to come up with excuses for not achieving all we’d like to achieve through 

determination.  

• What excuses do people come up with for not doing well at school? 

• What excuses do people come up with for not doing well at sports? 

• What excuses do people come up with for not being a very good follower of Jesus? 

 

2. Discuss the following statement: “All of us achieve in life the things we really want to 

achieve.” Do you agree or not? 

 

3. Suppose we decide to be more determined to achieve something. How should we go about 

it? What steps might help? 



4. How can we help each other be more determined to achieve those things that are really 

important to us? What might we do or say to help? 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Mark 10:46-52 and discuss the following questions: 

1.  What evidence do you see that convinces you Bartimaeus was determined? What obstacles 

did He overcome? 

 

2.  Bartimaeus not only had to overcome the obstacles other people put there to stop him 

talking to Jesus. He also had to overcome his own internal thoughts. What thoughts might he 

have had to overcome in order to achieve His goal of being healed by Jesus? 

 

3.  Why do you think Jesus asked Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?” Surely the 

answer was obvious? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Think of a time in your life where you needed to be determined in order to succeed. Maybe 

it was to do with sports, school or simply a tough experience in life. Describe what happened 

and how determination got you through? 

 

2.  What sort of goals do you have in life? It might be a career you want follow, a skill you want 

to master, or a goal you want to achieve. What obstacles might you face? How might 

determination help you overcome them? 

 

3.  Following Jesus takes determination. What are the obstacles and challenges you face in 

following Him. Which ones come from other people? Which ones are more to do with your 

own thoughts and attitudes? What do you need to be determined to do in order to get to 

know God better? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

One thing that stands out in Jesus’ life is His determination. He had a sense of purpose in His life and 

saw to it that nothing stopped Him in fulfilling that purpose. His enemies threatened Him and even 

His friends tried to talk Him out of doing the right thing at times, yet He remained determined 

because He knew what was really important. In the same way, when we know God wants us to do 

something we’ll face challenges but He will be there to help us be determined and to get us through.   



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 9: Morality – The Woman Caught in Sin 

 

MAIN IDEA 

To think about the moral decisions young people have to make and discuss ways we might go about 

making good decisions. 

 

GAME: TRUE or FALSE? 

• Prepare a true or false quiz for the young people – or even a quiz with three or four possible 

answers, and have them choose what answer they think is right. (Quizzes can be found on the 

internet e.g. http://www.free-for-kids.com/trivia-quizzes-for-children.shtml)  

• Discuss with the young people how they came to make their decision – for example, 

experience, something someone told them, first-hand experience or knowledge. Use this 

question as a lead in to the topic – “How do we go about knowing right from wrong when faced 

with moral choices – choices between right and wrong?” 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

What are some of the “moral” decisions faced by young people today - decisions between doing 

right or wrong? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Pick two or three moral decisions from your list above. What decisions would the following 

make when faced with these issues? 

• My friends 

• God 

• My parents 

What reasons would they give for their decisions? 

 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of doing the wrong thing in these situations? 

 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of doing the right thing in these situations? 



2. Below are some opinions about right or wrong. What would you say to your friends if they 

said these things? 

• “Whether something is right or wrong is a matter of opinion.” 

• “As long as you don’t hurt anyone, then a decision cannot be wrong.” 

• “No one has a right to tell another person that their actions are right or wrong.” 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read John 8:1-11 and discuss the following questions: 

1.  What was the reason that the Pharisees brought the woman to Jesus? 

2.  What was Jesus response? 

3.  Why did all the people leave without stoning the woman? 

4.  What point do you think Jesus was wanting to make? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  What “moral” decisions have you had to make already in life? What factors did you take into 

account when making your decision? Looking back now, do you feel it was the right one? 

2.  What “moral” decisions are you currently faced with? What “plusses and minuses” can you 

see? What advice can others in our group give you? 

3. How will you apply what we have been discussing in this session? Perhaps you need to make 

a choice about some moral decision you are facing? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

God has given us guidance through the Bible as well as wise people to help us make good decisions – 

ones that are morally right. When we face moral choices we should consult these sources as well as 

thinking for ourselves about what the consequences of our actions might be.  The danger we face is 

allowing people who are less well informed to pressure us into making the wrong choices.  

 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 10: Death – Lazarus 

 

MAIN IDEA 

The only thing that is certain in life is that it one day ends but then what? Can we know what 

happens when we die? The Bible says, “Yes”. 

 

GAME: WINK MURDER 

• Sit in a circle and have everyone close their eyes. The leader taps one person on the shoulder to 

be the murdered and a second person or two to be the detective(s). The murderer murders 

people by winking at them. The detectives have to try to guess the murdered before everyone is 

killed. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

What would you do if you found out you had only six months to live? What things would you do 

during these six months? Why? 

 

How many are things you’d do for yourself and how many are things you’d do for other people? 

(And does this tell you anything about what you think is important in life?) 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. What are some of the ideas people have about what happens after you die? 

 

2. What do you think about these ideas? Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

 

3. The Bible talks about Heaven and hell. What do you think these places are like for people 

who go there? 

 

4. Suppose a close friend of yours was dying. How might you comfort them? What do you think 

you would say? 

 



5. Do you think you can be certain of going to heaven when you die? If so, how? 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read John 11:1-3,17-27,41-44 and discuss the following questions: 

1.  What things did Martha believe? 

2.  What is necessary for us to do in order to “live after we die”? 

3.  Where did Jesus receive His power to raise the dead? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Have you ever had any close friends or relatives die? How did you feel? 

2.  What things would you like to be remembered for after you die? What things would you like 

people to say about you at your funeral? 

3.  Do you fear death? Why or why not? What do you think will happen to you after you die? 

4. How will you apply what we have been discussing in this session? What do you need to be 

doing to make sure your life really counts for something? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

Jesus’ death and resurrection gives us certainty that there is life after death and for the Christian we 

can know that we can spend eternity with God. This certainty is not based upon anything we’ve 

done or might do. It is based on the fact that Jesus has already done what needs doing. By trusting in 

Him our sins are forgiven and we are made right with God. 

 

  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 11: Money – The Rich Man 

 

MAIN IDEA 

To think about our attitude to money and it’s importance in our life compared to God and following 

Him. 

 

GAME: THE PRICE IS RIGHT 

• Research the price on a number of items. You can bring advertisement with the price blacked 

out or simply name/describe the item e.g. the latest item of technology, a fast food restaurant 

combo, a “average” house in an NZ city, an item of clothing with a designer label, a new car, an 

airline ticket, the cost of feeding a pet for a year, the cost of a university education etc.  

• In groups have them discuss what they think the price might be – give them options to choose 

from if you like.  

• Once each group has revealed their answer, reveal the right answer and give a point to the 

group that is closest. 

• Discuss with the young people how they came to make their decision – for example, 

experience, something someone told them, first-hand experience or knowledge. Use this 

question as a lead in to the topic – “How do we go about knowing right from wrong when faced 

with moral choices – choices between right and wrong?” 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

What would you do if you won a million dollars!? How would you spend it? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. What things do young people your age spend most of their money on? 

 

In what ways could they use their money to benefit others? 

 

Suppose you were to try to convince them to use more of their money in this way. What 

would you say? What do you think their reply might be? 

 

 



2. Do you agree with any of the statements below about money? Why or why not? 

• “Money can make you happy!” 

• “Our success in life is measured by the money in our pay packet.” 

• “People who are poor have only themselves to blame!”.” 

 

3. What do you think God wants us to do with our money? Discuss the following thoughts. Do 

you think they represent what God thinks? 

• “You can’t be rich and be a Christian at the same time. A true Christian would give their 

wealth away to the poor.” 

• “No matter how little you earn, God wants us to give some of our income to the church.” 

• It is better not to give any money away than to do it reluctantly with resentment.” 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Luke 18 18-30 and discuss the following questions: 

1.  Jesus exposed the rich man’s problem and it wasn’t simply that he was rich. What do you 

think it was?  

2.  Jesus said it was hard (but not impossible) for a rich person to follow God. Why do you think 

that is? 

3.  What is promised for those who love God more than they love money?  

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.  Do you have any “income” through work or receiving an allowance? What do you spend it 

on? How much of it do you give away? 

2.  What things are more important to you than money? What things would cause you to 

quit your job (if you have one), or give up your allowance? 

3. What changes do you want to make in order to use your money more wisely or to have a 

better attitude to it? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

It is not wrong to have money but we shouldn’t have a wrong attitude to money. As Christians we 

believe all our money belongs to God and we should use our money to bring glory to Him, not just to 

satisfy our own wants.  



PEOPLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

TOPIC 12: Hypocrisy – The Pharisees 

 

MAIN IDEA 

The word “hypocrite” comes from a Greek word referring to an actor who wore a mask. It means to 

pretend to be someone you are not.” As Christians we should aim to live lives free of hypocrisy, with 

our actions matching our words. 

 

GAME: WHO SAID THAT? 

• Put up a sheet or screen and have 2-4 people stand behind it. One is chosen to say a short 

phrase, disguising their voice as they do so. The others have to guess who said it. Give everyone a 

turn. 

• Link: Hypocrisy is about pretending to be someone you’re not. 

 

OPENING QUESTION 

Make a list of ways in which young people often pretend to be someone they are not? 

 

Why do you think they do it? 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Which do you think is worse: To pretend to be good when you are not, or to be bad and to 

admit it!  Give reasons: 

 

2. The following people have been labelled hypocrites. What would you say to help them 

change? 

• Jason is captain of the cricket team. He is very critical of any player who misses a catch 

or doesn’t score as many runs as they should. However his fielding is the worst of 

anyone’s and his average is low, but he always has an excuse... 

• Jenny wants to be popular with the other girls at school but she puts them off by 

pretending to be better than them. She tries to impress them with the latest “labels” and 

stories about the boys who like her. 



• Jeremy is a Christian. He is always telling the kids at school how bad they are. He says 

that they are going to hell and so should become Christians too. He says God loves them 

but judging by the way he treats them, they are not so sure... 

 

3. Some people say that the reason they don’t go to church is that it is full of hypocrites – 

people who are pretending to be better than those who don’t go. What would you say if 

someone said this to you? 

 

FROM THE BIBLE 

Read Matthew 23:1-3,25-33 and discuss the following questions: 

1.  What words did Jesus use to describe the Pharisees? 

 

2.  What was it about them that made Jesus so mad? 

 

3.  What did Jesus say the fate of the Pharisees would be? 

 

MAKING IT MINE 

1.   What sort of people who pretend to be someone they are not, really annoy you? 

 

2.  Do people ever accuse you of showing off or pretending to be someone you are not? Do you 

feel their accusations were fair? 

 

3.  Do people at school know that you go to church? If you are a Christian, do people know it by 

the way you act? Have you ever been accused of being a hypocrite? 

 

4. Are there changes you need to make in order to better live according to what you believe”? 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS TO SHARE 

Only Jesus could be said to be truly without hypocrisy and yet even he was accused of just that. 

When we’re being hypocritical, God reminds us by pricking our conscience through the Holy Spirit. 

He then helps us to change by the presence of Jesus in us. He gives us the power to overcome sin 

and to live a consistent life. 


